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From the Pastor’s Desk...
The Road (Pt. 2)
Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of
God. But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned The Way.
Acts 19:8,9
Last month, I mentioned that “The way:, in the original language (Greek) is ἡ ὁδὸς (hey hodos) which simply
means “the way” or, “the road.”
Jesus, among other things, called himself “The Way;” he also frequently talked about the difficulty in following
“the Way.” What a lot of people probably don’t know is that the early New Testament church was called “The
Way.” And it’s members were often called “Followers of The Way.”
In essence, we: are on the Way; in the Way: and follow the Way. And none ever said it would be easy.
In the passage above Paul “spoke boldly…about the kingdom of God.” To that, some became “obstinate; they
refused to believe and publicly maligned “The Way.”
That was likely among the least of the things Paul faced in the ministry of “The Way” that God gave him.
Of course, we know where The Way (or, the road) led for the One
who called himself “The Way.” Any time we think we have it
difficult as Christians in our society, remember Jesus experienced
it all exponentially worse that any of us have or ever will. Our
Road may be difficult; Jesus’ road led to the cross. Betrayal.
Abandonment. Execution.
Of course, we are in a position of knowing that the cross did not
have the final word, and that The Way would conquer all our
difficulties and fears.
(continued on next page)

But…like I said last month, we are not there yet.
Yet we all have roads (or ways) we have to follow. How is your traveling? Are you speaking of “The Way”
when opportunities arise? Have you run into any obstination and public malignment? Does it help knowing that
Jesus has traveled down that road before us, and taken much more punishment than we will ever have to face?
Hopefully it does. But that is part of life on the road.
God loves you and so do I.
-Pastor Chris

MARCH 2020 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
March 1, 2020
Scripture: Acts 9:1-20
“The Road: To Damascus”
In some ways, our road begins at the end. At least Saul hoped it was the end. How
many of us are approaching Lent…with a Saul-like attitude?
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.

Worship

March 8, 2020
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37
“The Road: To Jericho”
As we look at the story of the Good Samaritan, which character do you see yourself as? And…which character is
Jesus?
March 15, 2020
Scripture: Matthew 3:13—4:11
“The Road: To the Wilderness”
The world with all its temptations that can lure us to turn from our Lord and seek our own will rather than his.
March 22, 2020
Scripture: Luke 15:11-24
“The Road: To Home”
Both Jesus and the Prodigal Son were on roads. They couldn’t have been more dissimilar. Yet…there was one
thing in common, and it’s not flattering….
March 29, 2020
Scripture: Matthew 16:21-26
“The Road: To Jerusalem”
Jesus is on a most difficult road now; a road that bids his disciples to take up their crosses and follow him.
The Prayers of Jesus
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus' life and ministry. From his baptism to his
crucifixion, the Gospels portray Jesus as a man of prayer who knew and deeply
valued intimate communion with his heavenly Father. What can we learn from
the prayers he prayed?
For six weeks starting Wednesday evening March 4, we’ll explore the prayers of
Jesus, gain new insights into prayer, and understand better the character of God,
and our relationship with him. This DVD series begins each meeting in Israel,
making it easier to experience and understand the cultural background of key teachings of Jesus.
If you plan on attending, please sign-up in the narthex so we can know how many participant’s guides to
purchase.

Maundy Thursday Challenge…
For the upcoming Maundy Thursday worship service (April 9) I am
looking for two or three people that would be willing to write…and
then share a brief thought/devotional (3 or 4 minutes) on one of the
“Seven Last Words” of Jesus. Listed below are the four I’d love to
have shared by parishioners.
1. "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." Luke 23:34
3. "Dear woman, here is your son." "Here is your mother." John 19:26-27
4. "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Matthew 27:46
6. "It is finished." John 19:30
Does one interest you…enough to write a little and then share that evening as part of the service? Let me know if
one does and we’ll work out the details.
-Pastor Chris
Pysanky Egg Decorating…
Lent starts the end of February and I once again will be offering my Pysanky egg
decorating classes during Lent. If you are interested in joining us, please sign-up on the
sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Classes will start Sunday evenings beginning
March 1st. Kits will again cost $10, and those returning cost is $2 to cover supplies.
Have any questions, just ask me. - Susie Enoch
Ham Dinner…
Our Ham Dinner will be held on March 28th from 4-7 p.m. Please join us for a tasty meal while helping
to reach farther in our mission work. Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for kids 5-12 and under 5 eat free.
50% of the proceeds are used in our local, regional and global mission projects. If you would like to
donate items or help at the dinner, please sign the sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex or contact
Beth Turner at the church office at 724-397-8110.

WALK TO EMMAUS
Have you given this any thought? A “Walk to Emmaus” weekend may be the greatest gift
you will ever receive.
The Walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal intended to strengthen
the local church through the development of Christian disciples and leaders. The experience
is a three-day short course in Christianity comprised of fifteen talks by lay and clergy on the themes of God's
grace, disciplines of Christian discipleship, and what it means to be the church. The course is wrapped in prayer
and meditation, special times of worship and daily celebration of Holy Communion It is an opportunity to meet
Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is revealed to you through other believers.
There are Walk to Emmaus communities throughout the world, the closest to Marion Center is the Three Rivers
Walk to Emmaus which is based out of Pittsburgh.
The next Walk to Emmaus weekends are scheduled for October 8-11 for men and October 15-18 for women. We
cannot recommend these weekends any higher; for many people they are a highlight of their walk with Jesus
Christ. Mark your calendars now!
If you are interested please speak with Bob or Jennie Henry, Gary or Donna Kanouff, Ken or Donna Black, Fred
or Connie Edwards or Pastor Chris or Susie Enoch. Or…all of us!
It’s an amazing weekend that you will cherish the rest of your lives.

April 4th the Navajo Mission Team presents
FOXPRO High Performance Game Calls.
The hunter in your family will enjoy coming
to this and dinner is included.
Contact Joe Kanouff at
joseph.kanouff@gmail.com for tickets
or more information.

Camperships… If you have a child that decides to attend a summer church camp, the church has camperships available
through the Olson Memorial Camp Fund. Camperships are available to active members of the church
who have attended worship and/or Sunday School at least four times in the current calendar year,
beginning January 1. Stop by the office for an application.

Daylight Savings time starts…Don’t forget to spring forward with your clocks!
Daylight saving time starts March 8th!

Easter Flowers…
If you would like to order Easter flowers in memory or in honor of a loved one,
please sign the order form on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Cost is $10 and you
have a choice of Tulips, Hyacinth or Daffodils. Deadline to order is March 29th.
Payment goes to the Board of Deacons and can be placed in a pre-labeled envelope
that will be on the bulletin board beside the sign-up sheet.

Maundy Thursday (April 9th)…
The Deacons are arranging a light meal before the Maundy Thursday service. Everyone seemed
to enjoy it last year, so they once again will be organizing a variety of soups. There will be a
sign-up in the Narthex if you would like to help out with a crock pot of soup. The Deacons will
provide crackers, beverages and tableware. Supper is at 6:00 p.m. and the service is at 7:00 p.m.

April 5th
Noon – 2:00 p.m.

Join us for a potluck lunch
and an afternoon of fun for kids and adults.
Bring a friend…or two…or three!
Lets color some eggs, make some pretzels and hear the Easter Story

Looking Ahead
March 1

Communion
Pysanky Egg Decorating 6:00 p.m. in the basement

March 4

Wednesday Evening “The Prayers of Jesus” Study begins 7:00 p.m.

March 28

Ham Dinner 4-7 p.m.
Prayer Requests

Rest Home Folks:
St. Andrews - Grace Gromley

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson
Active Military Service:

Benjamin Eaton

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 Michael Gatskie III
Donna Kanouff
2 Barsley Harkleroad

Louis Good

Brianna Fulmer

MARCH LAYLEADERS
1 Morgan Chichy
8
15
22
29

4 Ken Black
8 Colleen Adamson
Scott Henry
10 Tricia Good

MARCH GREETERS
1 Calvin & Bobbie Farren
8 Warren & Jennifer Frederick
15 Chuck & Linda Glasser
22 Ron & Debbie Frankoff
29 Lynn & Carol Fry

15 Virginia McMahan
17 Mindy Fetterman
24 Rick McKee
Cindy Mouser
26 Bill Frazee
30 Mikey Anthony Jr.

Milestone Anniversaries
th
5 Barsley & Patty Harkleroad - 15
19 Bob & Joan Marshall - 60th
th
20 Dave & Judy Schurr - 50

MARCH USHERS
Sharon Ackerson, Alice Biss,
Lorrie Gallo and Beth Turner
MARCH ACOLYTES
1 Maggie Hood & Cassie Snyder
8 Haddie Brown & Brooke Slade
15 Isaac Haney & Robbie Slade
22 Kensi Kanouff & Sarah Moore
29 Lexi Haney & Dakoda Anthony
DEACON OF THE MONTH
Donna Black

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Barb Meese
APRIL GREETERS
5 Nick Armstrong Family
12 Ken & Sharon Ackerson
19 Bev & Natalie Gatskie
26 Jon Kanouff Family
APRIL USHERS
Gary Kanouff, Ken Mottorn
Chuck Glasser and Luke Slade

