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From the Pastor’s Desk...
FRIVOLOUS PRAYERS
“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.”
Colossians 4:2
I was at a pastor’s gathering in Indiana a couple of weeks ago. I was introducing myself to a new pastor in town,
and mentioned that my two most favorite baseball teams were the Dodgers and then the Pirates. Which elicited a
chuckle, as I had mentioned what appears to be the best team and then the worst team in baseball.
The pastor’s response was, “Well, I hope you spend more time praying for the Pirates than the Dodgers.”
Truth be told, I don’t pray for either. I figure God has larger things to work on; and the idea of frivolous prayer
doesn’t appeal to me.
That being said, I don’t think there is much out there that would be frivolous to pray for. We all have concerns
that to some might seem frivolous, but to others might be simply huge issues. So for me, praying for the Dodgers
or the Pirates might have seemed like a frivolous pursuit. But…
o Would praying for the safety of the players in this COVID-19 dominated times have been frivolous?
o Would praying for some of the players that did wind up getting sick have been frivolous?
o Would praying that even a shortened baseball season to provide some fun distraction from our times have
been a frivolous pursuit?
o Would praying that God might use this time, season, and a player to open someone’s eyes to “The One
Thing” of Jesus Christ and him crucified….been a frivolous use of God’s time?
(continued on next page)

Sometimes, well oftentimes we don’t know how God works things out. He uses things we can’t see or imagine.
He uses people that we would think would be impossible. And maybe he uses prayers that people like me think
are frivolous.
OK.
My Dodgers are in the playoffs; the Pirates are in their winter vacations. I’m not going to pray for my Dodgers to
win, but maybe there could be other prayers that I should be praying.
Maybe…there is no such thing as frivolous prayers. Maybe…..
KEEP PRAYING
Jesus loves you and so do I
-Pastor Chris

OCTOBER 2020 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

Worship

October 4, 2020
Scripture: John 16:7–15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-16
“Messy Church - The Spirit’s Work”
The work of the Holy Spirit is to point us to Christ.
World-Wide Communion will be observed – in person and on YouTube
October 11, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:1-15
“Messy Church - How Firm a Foundation”
The church is built on a firm foundation. What we place on that foundation will be judged.
October 18, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:16–23
“Messy Church - We Are the Church Temple”
There are many misconceptions about what it means to be the Temple; now what are the implications?
October 25, 2020
Scripture: Scripture: 1 Corinthians 4:1–21
“Messy Church - Bottom-Deckers”
Those in ministry must be lowly servants
November 1, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11
“Messy Church - Discipline with a Purpose”
A scandal in the church should lead to discipline; but
discipline with an intended outcome.
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.
Road Rally to follow worship!

Sunday Morning Worship and On-line Worship…
As we continue along a path of uncertainly in the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, we are meeting for worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays @
10:30. If you plan to attend, please know that worship will not look like
it used to, at least for a while. What we are doing include
 Recommending masks
 There is no singing
 Social distancing is recommended, and we encourage no congregating
before and after worship.
 No passing of the peace/fellowship time/passing of offering plates/communion is taking place.
 We are not using printed bulletins but will have any needed liturgy up on the screens.
 For several reasons, worship will be shorter.
If you are in any way high risk (sometimes defined as age 65 or older or those with underlying conditions) feel
free to stay home for your own wellbeing. As a matter of fact, if in any way you are uncomfortable with attending
worship in our building, please know you are welcome to do or not do as you feel led. If you are ill, please do
stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better! For those who stay home and have internet access, we plan to
continue to offer on-line worship opportunities on YouTube.
The Presbyterian Church of Marion has its own YouTube channel, and can be found easily from a link on our
church web page, marionpres.org.
Pastor Appreciation Month….
October is Pastor Appreciation Month. We are so blessed to have Pastor
Chris and Susie with us, we encourage you to take a moment and drop
them a note sharing how they may have touched your life in a special
way or just to say thank you for being with us.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS …
Adult Sunday school Class has begun….it is never too late to join this
Sunday morning study. Join them in the social hall at 9:30 a.m.
Come learn how much we have in common with early Christians,
navigating in a similar secular culture.

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY STARTS OCTOBER 11…
And now for something a little different. We will be starting a
Youth Bible Study (grades 7-12) on Sunday evenings at 6:00
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall (to keep social distancing).
Led by Susie Enoch, they’ll be studying the gospel of Matthew.
This study starts the evening of October 11 and will last six
weeks. We will begin to take a look at the book of Matthew.
This will be a chance to grow as Jesus would want us to grow,
and also, have some fellowship that we know everyone has been missing.

Deacon Social on October 25th…
The deacons will be hosting a cookie social following worship on October 25th.
Join us for a time of fellowship! It would be the perfect time to also celebrate
what a blessing Pastor Chris and Susie have been to our church and our church
family. If you would like to drop them a note, we will have a basket available
for cards.
ROAD RALLY ON NOVEMBER 1st …
Right after worship on Sunday, November 1, an all-church road
rally will be held for those who would like a challenge…and
then hot dogs to eat afterward.
A road rally is sort of a scavenger hunt in which you follow clues to
various places in the area. Everyone is invited -you just need a car, and a
driver. More details to come. But it should be fun!
Deacon’s Food Drive…
Jesus calls us to, "Feed his Sheep".
As a result of this virus, there seems to be an even greater need for food. The
deacons are sponsoring a food drive on 25 Oct, and 1 Nov. We have two ways to
give, and two locations we will be supporting. Our sister church has a food pantry
cupboard in Rochester Mills. All food donations (non-perishable only please) will
be sent there. All monetary donations will be sent to ICCAP, as they can make our
dollar stretch a lot farther. Both help serve our local community.
May God glorify our efforts.
Operation Christmas Child… It’s never too early to start thinking about Christmas! Operation Christmas
Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organization. Their mission is to provide local
partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of
reaching out to children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We ship these simple gifts outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty,
natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children living on Native American
reservations in the U.S. It’s simple, find a shoe box or stop by and pick one up in the
Narthex, pick if you would like to send your box to a boy or girl and the age group you
would like to buy for and then fill your box with 1 special “wow” item and then fill the
rest of the box with school supplies, hygiene items and other small toys or games.
Bring your filled box and $9 for shipping to the church by November 8th.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Active Military Service: Benjamin Eaton

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Louis Good

Brianna Fulmer

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Barb Meese
2

Calvin Farren

4

Julie Kellar
Joy Miller

9

Shawna Stanley

10 Sharon Ackerson
Addison Hainan
13 Dale Edwards
Paige Repine
15 Mike Gatskie
Jenelle Hood
16 Ron Leasure
17 Bob Henry
20 Morgan Chichy
23 Haley Frazee
24 Doug Mouser Jr.
25 Warren Frederick
Beth Turner
27 Dee Donald

Milestone Anniversary
10 TJ & Barb Banks - 25th

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Susie Enoch

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Ken Black

28 Ray Glasser

29 Elinor Metz

30 Shawnee Armstrong
Lindsay Dresse

