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From the Pastor’s Desk...
FINAL INSTRUICTIONS
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
As the apostle Paul was ending his first letter to the Thessalonians, he wrote, almost as an afterthought, the above
passage. In one of my Bibles, it is tucked in the final section of the letter that gets appointed (not by Paul) “Final
Instructions.”
These are three quick encouragements to a group of people in one of the churches Paul established. Three
encouragements:
1. Be joyful always
2. Pray continually
3. Give thanks in all circumstances
When should we give thanks? Just when things are going great? Just when it seems all is well with the world.
When our health is good? When the pandemic is over? When all our political and societal unrest season calms
down? Well, Paul’s “Final Instruction” says, “always.”
When should we pray? Church on Sunday mornings? A couple of times a week? Once a day? Well, Paul’s
“Final Instruction” says, “continually.”
And then, with our upcoming Thanksgiving holiday in mind, when should we be giving thanks? When we’ve
received what we seek from God in prayer? When we are completely satisfied? When all our needs are met? On
a certain holiday? Well, Paul’s “Final Instruction” says, “in all circumstances.”
(continued on next page)

2020 has been a most trying year in most of our lives. Things, for so many of us, are not good – vet if it has
simply meant the discontinuation of activities we enjoy -make no doubt about it, the season has been difficult.
But in the good times and the difficult times, Paul’s final instructions need to hold in our lives.
1. Be joyful always
2. Pray continually
3. Give thanks in all circumstances
Then, repeat as often as needed. And they are needed. Always, continually, and in all circumstances.
God loves you and so do I.
-Pastor Chris

NOVEMBER 2020 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

Worship

November 1, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11
“Messy Church - Discipline with a Purpose”
A scandal in the church should lead to discipline, but discipline with an intended
outcome.
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.
Road Rally to follow worship!
November 8, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
“Messy Church - Lou’s Story”
Keying in on verse 11 (“And such were some of you….”), redemption is always possible.
November 15, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
“Messy Church – The Price”
We can do whatever we want, but we need to consider the price of it. Both to ourselves and also the price Christ
paid to purchase us.
November 22, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 7:1-16
“Messy Church - Influence”
In a marriage relationship, we influence each other. Christians need to be that influence in all relationships.
November 29, 2020 (First Sunday of Advent)
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 7:1-16
“And He Will Be Called…Wonderful Counselor”
Isaiah ministered in a time, like ours today, of darkness. He looks at the world and he sees so much darkness
(Look at 8:16-20?) Darkness in the world; darkness in the government; darkness in the spiritual realm. But a light
is to come
Congregational Meeting…There will be a congregational meeting on November 15th
following worship. The purpose of the meeting will be to elect officers for 2021, present the
2021 budget and to vote on the Pastor’s compensation package.

Sunday Morning Worship and On-line Worship…
As we continue along a path of uncertainly in the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, we are meeting for worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays @
10:30. If you plan to attend, please know that worship will not look like
it used to, at least for a while. What we are doing include
 Recommending masks
 There is no singing
 Social distancing is recommended, and we encourage no
congregating before and after worship.
 No passing of the peace/fellowship time/passing of offering plates/communion is taking place.
 We are not using printed bulletins but will have any needed liturgy up on the screens.
 For several reasons, worship will be shorter.
If you are in any way high risk (sometimes defined as age 65 or older or those with underlying conditions) feel
free to stay home for your own wellbeing. As a matter of fact, if in any way you are uncomfortable with attending
worship in our building, please know you are welcome to do or not do as you feel led. If you are ill, please do
stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better! For those who stay home and have internet access, we plan to
continue to offer on-line worship opportunities on YouTube.
The Presbyterian Church of Marion has its own YouTube channel, and can be found easily from a link on our
church web page, marionpres.org.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS …
Adult Sunday school Class has begun….it is never too late to join this Sunday
morning study. Join them in the social hall at 9:30 a.m.
Come learn how much we have in common with early Christians, navigating in a
similar secular culture.

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY STARTS OCTOBER 11…
And now for something a little different. We will be starting a
Youth Bible Study (grades 7-12) on Sunday evenings at 6:00
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall (to keep social distancing).
Led by Susie Enoch, they’ll be studying the gospel of Matthew.
This study starts the evening of October 11 and will last six
weeks. We will begin to take a look at the book of Matthew.
This will be a chance to grow as Jesus would want us to grow,
and also, have some fellowship that we know everyone has been missing.

ROAD RALLY ON NOVEMBER 1st …
Right after worship on Sunday, November 1, an all-church road rally will
be held for those who would like a challenge…and then hot dogs to eat
afterward.
A road rally is sort of a scavenger hunt in which you follow clues to various
places in the area. Everyone is invited -you just need a car, and a driver.

Deacon’s Food Drive…
Jesus calls us to, "Feed his Sheep".
As a result of this virus, there seems to be an even greater need for food. The
deacons are sponsoring a food drive on 25 Oct, and 1 Nov. We have two ways to
give, and two locations we will be supporting. Our sister church has a food pantry
cupboard in Rochester Mills. All food donations (non-perishable only please) will
be sent there. All monetary donations will be sent to ICCAP, as they can make our
dollar stretch a lot farther. Both help serve our local community.
May God glorify our efforts.
Operation Christmas Child… It’s never too early to start thinking about Christmas! Operation Christmas
Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organization. Their mission is to provide local
partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of
reaching out to children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We ship these simple gifts outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty,
natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children living on Native American
reservations in the U.S. It’s simple, find a shoe box or stop by and pick one up in the
Narthex, pick if you would like to send your box to a boy or girl and the age group you
would like to buy for and then fill your box with 1 special “wow” item and then fill the
rest of the box with school supplies, hygiene items and other small toys or games.
Bring your filled box and $9 for shipping to the church by November 8th.

2020 Christmas Outreach…
This year our mission project for Christmas will be to help supply items for Crystal
Waters Personal Care Home. We will be supplying some general items for all the
residences, but we also will be buying some specific gifts for a few of the residences.
Tags will be on the Mission Christmas Tree in the Narthex with items for the residence
as well as tags listing the general items we are collecting. General Items needed: hand
towels, wash cloths, shampoo, body soap, knee his for the ladies and white crew socks
for the gentleman. Any of these items can be brought to the church and put in the box under the tree. Those
purchasing gifts for individual residences can wrap their gift and place the tag on the gift and put under the tree.
Please bring your gifts by Dec. 20.

Advent Wreaths…
In planning for this year’s Advent season, we have been trying to find a way to include
those that may be watching worship on-line and to give a different opportunity for you to
celebrate Advent in your home. The M&M committee will be putting together an advent
wreath and candles. To go with your wreath you will receive the advent candle lighting
readings that Pastor Chris has prepared and also a copy of the Marion Center Ministerium
Daily Advent Devotional. May the Light of Christ be with you as we enter the Advent
Season!
Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Active Military Service:

Louis Good

Benjamin Eaton

Brianna Fulmer

Passing of Bob Marshall…. Bob was a long time member of the Presbyterian Church of Marion and passed
away on October 25th. Bob and Joan recently moved and as many may not have their new address we wanted to
share it in the event that some would like to send their condolences.
Joan Marshall
1683 Washington Road
Marion Center, PA 15759

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
4 Olivia Vehovic
8

Jim Sisitki

9

Barb Hood
Betty Zele

10 Noah Chichy
12

Chris Repine

13

Andrew Hood

15

Sarah Moore

18

Terry Zele

21

Patty Harkleroad

22

Scott Adamson

26

Michele Shick

29

Gary Olson Jr.

30

Hadlynn Brown

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Jennie Henry

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Melissa Leasure

