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From the Pastor’s Desk...
Fruit
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”
(Galatians 5:22-23 NIV)
As I write this, the dog days of summer are here. The dog days got their name from the summer nighttime rising
of the star system Sirius, also known as the Dog Star. I’ve likely mentioned it before, but summer is not my
favorite of seasons. I don’t like the heat so much, and I detest the humidity. Makes me feel like a dog, my
apologies to Sirius.
There is one thing I do most like about this season. It is the season of bearing fruit.
The other day, a Facebook friend posted a picture of their first crop of blueberries. Someone else posted a picture
of ripening peaches, on another, a basket of strawberries. It is the season of cultivating and harvesting good fruit.
It is also a time of asking ourselves what type of fruit are we bearing? Is it love? Is it joy? Is it peace? Is it
forbearance? Is it kindness? Is it goodness? Is it faithfulness? Is it Gentleness? Is it self-control? Summer may be
a season of reaping sweet fruit, but for believers and trusters in Christ, every season is a ripening season.
It’s easy to get lost in the joys of the season, but let us always be mindful that our fruit is always in season. One
writer I read recently wrote: “Our spiritual fruit of love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control must also be cultivated and ripened so it can taste even sweeter than the best summer
strawberry. “
(continued on next page)

How to do this? Remember who the great farmer is. You know, the one who said, “I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John
15:5 NIV)
Friends it is summer. The dog days are here. But here is much fruit for the harvest, and fruit for the bearing,
Enjoy the fruit. All of it.
God loves you and so do I
-Chris

AUGUST 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
August 1, 2021
Scripture: Deuteronomy 31:7,8; Hebrews 3:12–15
“GATHERING TOGETHER to serve, support, and encourage each other in
God’s ways”
God gathers his people together to encourage and help each other.
The Lord’s Supper to be celebrated.

Worship

August 8, 2021
Mark 11:12-14; 20-25
“GROWING STRONGER in faith and trust in our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ”
The story of Jesus cursing the fig tree tells us a few things about how to grow stronger in faith and trust in our
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
August 15, 2021
1 Timothy 5:1–16
“GROWING TOGETHER in care and nurture of one another in the family of faith”
Paul has some specific and basic thoughts about how we are to care for each other -the family.
August 22, 2021
Romans 1:11,12; 12:3-8
“GROWING TOGETHER in the discovery and use of each person’s spiritual gifts for the Christian
Church”
Maybe the issue is not so much the discovery of your gifts, but putting them into use.
August 29 2021
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16
“REACHING FURTHER into our community, our nation, and our world with God’s grace”
As you move into the future God holds for you, God has placed you in this community on purpose and for a
purpose. Let your light shine!
September 5, 2021
Guest Speaker: Glenda Mears

Mission Statement
GATHERING TOGETHER
 to worship, praise, and pray in God’s love.
 to learn, teach, and believe in God’s word.
 to serve, support, and encourage each other in God’s ways;
GROWING STRONGER
 in faith and trust in our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
 in care and nurture of one another in the family of faith.
 in the discovery and use of each person’s spiritual gifts for the Christian Church;
REACHING FURTHER
 into our community, our nation, and our world with God’s grace.
 into darkness with the light of the gospel.
 into hurt with healing, need with help, wrong with justice.

Red Cross Blood Drive...The deacons will be hosting a blood drive at the church on
Tuesday, August 10th. Hours you can donate are 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
In a hurry? Pre-register by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or by going to www.redcrossblood.org and enter Marion Center.
Be a part of the lifesaving cause!
Sunday School Teachers…..
As we look ahead to Fall, we are beginning to plan for Sunday School.
The curriculum we have been is using is easy to use and does
not take a lot of prep. We have been trying to secure 6-8 teachers
so that you can teach on a rotation. The number of times you teach
depends on the number of teachers. You do need clearances, but those are
available and free and we can give you information on how to obtain them.
If you have taught in the past or feel God calling you to help as a first time
teacher, please see Beth Turner or call/text her at 412-289-6821.

Material Girls…
The Material Girls recently donated 40 baby quilts to the Nurse Family
Partnership. We are in our 13th year and have made and donated over
500 quilts. We wish to thank the church for supporting this mission and
welcome donations of fabric...quilting cotton and flannel in juvenile
prints. In addition to the quilts, Susie makes walker bags for anyone
who needs one and adult bibs for Chrystal Waters.
Thank you.
Deb Frankoff, Lois Repine, Susie Enoch,
Regina Minser and Linda Mann.

Family Promise….
New Life Lutheran Church will be hosting the Family Promise families the week
of August 15th. Our church will be providing dinner for them on Monday and
Tuesday, August 16th & 17th. If you would like to help prepare part of the meal for
one of these nights, please contact Jennie Henry or sign the sheet on the table in
the Narthex.
Retirement Celebration…
As everyone knows by now Pastor Chris is retiring. We would like to honor
him and Susie with a retirement luncheon and celebration. Pastor Chris’ final
Sunday Worship with us will be September 26th. We invite everyone to
worship on the 26th at 10:30 and following worship we will hold a luncheon
with a celebration program.
In order to prepare enough for lunch, we ask that you rsvp either by signing
the sheet that will be on the bulletin board in the Narthex, email Beth Turner
at pcmarionsecretary@comcast.net or by calling Beth’s cell phone at 412-289-6821.
Reservation for lunch need to be received by September 5th.
We would like to send both Pastor Chris and Susie off with a special book of memories. Located on the table in
the Narthex will be paper that you can write your favorite memory, special note or whatever you wish to share
with them. Pictures can be included on your sheet if you would like. We ask that you use the paper provided so
that it will fit in the book properly and that you return your written memory to the office by September 19th.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help cover the cost of the celebration, you may do so by
marking your offering envelope or placing in a different envelope and marking “retirement celebration” on it.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Ethiopia – Heather & Habtom Kaleb

Active Military Service: Benjamin Eaton, Louis Good, Brianna Fulmer & Joshua West

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
3 Jamie Beasom
5 Noah Kanouff
7 Judy Schurr
9 Chad Repine
Owen Snyder
Samantha Starr
10 Norman Olson
13 Bobbie Farren
Adrienne Hainan
Shannon Kimmel
Ken Mottorn
Michael Turner

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Susie Enoch
ELDER OF THE MONTH
Carol Fry
14 Jan Gallo
Maggie Hood
18 Aden Hood
19 Hunter Armstrong
21 Claire Hood
23 Grant Houser
28 Gary Hood

