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From the Pastor’s Desk...
THE CHRISTMAS BABY
“Beast that bristle with the cold
Huddle in the bitter blow
But while the blast is thundering
Their frozen souls are wondering, wondering, wondering
If this is the night
When the Christmas baby cries…..”
-Robin Wolaver
A year ago Susie and I had the wonderful opportunity to see a family of musicians called “The Annie Moses
Band” perform a Christmas concert. And while they did many standard Christmas songs (done almost
unbelievably beautiful), they did a few originals. One of them, “When the Christmas Baby Cries” is poetry set to
music, all about the incredible expectation that the world had when awaiting the birth of the Messiah, and what
might be the expectation when the first cries of the new born that night might be.
For the past year I’ve pondered not just the song, but what all the Christmas Baby was to mean to the world. The
whole world. All of creation. This Advent, it is my hope that we are able to explore what the Christmas Baby
means, of course to the world, but also to you and I. From Old Testament
prophecy to the hope of redemption of all that God created, there in the
Christmas baby lies the ultimate anticipation of the world.
A Christmas carol may ask, “What Child is this?” The answer is that the
Christmas Baby is the child for whom all of history has waited.

(continued on next page)

Are you still waiting? Come and explore what the wait was all about this Advent.
“Wind comes creeping through the cracks
Flame blows from the candle wax
Yet there is faith for fragile man
A Child is born in Bethlehem, Bethlehem, Bethlehem
For our hope will rise
When the Christmas baby cries….”
God loves you and so do I
-Pastor Chris

DECEMBER 2018 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
December 2, 2018
Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-18
“The Christmas Baby – Finding God’s Promised Gift”
Jeremiah is able to look down the long tunnel of time and see a gift of the
Christmas Baby – Jesus.
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.

Worship

December 9, 2018
Scripture: Malachi 2:17--3:5
“The Christmas Baby – Finding Redemption”
Humanity was broken; the prophet Malachi sees the hope for redemption ultimately through the Christmas Baby.
December 16, 2018
Scripture: Zephaniah 3:1-13
“The Christmas Baby – Finding Hope”
The world was and is still filled with multiples of negatives. But hope was on the way.
December 16, 2018 @ 7:00 p.m.
A Blue Christmas Service
For hearts touched by loss, grief, or sadness at this time of year, offered by several Marion Center area
community congregations, and hosted at Creekside Methodist Church.
December 23, 2018
Scripture: Micah 5:1-4
“The Christmas Baby – Hearing Hope”
Hope is the thread humanity hangs on. Sometimes it is so tangible you can almost hear it. Maybe more than hear
it – in the cries of the Christmas Baby.
December 24, 2018 (Christmas Eve) @ 7:30 p.m.
Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7
“The Christmas Baby – The Light of the Baby”
The Baby is born, the cries are heard. The Light has arrived!
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.
December 30, 2018
A Service of Carols and Readings.

Navajo Mission Trip Interest Meeting
Yá'át'ééh! (Navajo for hello)
In June of this year, a large group of us from the Presbyterian
Church of Marion journeyed to the Navajo Nation to serve,
teach, share, and fellowship with a group of Native American
sisters and brothers in Christ. For many that went, it will always
be remembered as a formative trip for their understanding of the
faith, and the experience of commonality all God’s people have!
We are now in the infancy stages of considering another trip to
Arizona. If it happens, it is likely to occur in June of 2020. I
have heard from several people wanting to either go again or join
in such a trip for the first time.
I would like to hold an interest meeting on Sunday, December 9 after worship in fellowship hall. At that meeting,
we’ll see who all is interested, discuss some general details of what such a trip might entail and what all we have
to do to get ready for such a trip.
So, if you have any interest, please plan on attending this interest meeting after worship on December 9.
-Pastor Chris
Technology Upgrade…
We are in the beginning stages of looking at a technology upgrade. We would
like to update the sound system and make the visual aides used in worship
better quality and easier to see. We will be forming a committee and it is our
hope that we can begin to meet in January to look at our options. If you have
an interest or any background in sound and visual technology and would like to
volunteer to help with this project, please see Amanda Kanouff or you can drop
her an email at amanda.kanouff@rocketmail.com

Technology Upgrade Committee

Come for an Evening of ADVENTure!
Hear the Christmas Story, Sing Christmas Carols, Decorate & Eat Christmas Cookies,
Make a Craft and spend some time around the fire roasting marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate!
Kids 8th grade and younger are invited to attend, but parent supervision is required.
There is no Cost – Just come embrace the Adventure of Christmas!

December 14th
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Caroling...Join us for some Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 23rd.
We will have a quick lunch following worship and then Christmas Carol through town.
Rumor has it there will be hot chocolate waiting when we return. What better way to get
into the spirit of celebrating our Savior’s birth than to sing for all to hear. Clear out
those vocal chords and join us for some fun!!

2018 Christmas Outreach… This year we would like to lend a hand to a
local outreach that has some needs for not only their program but also those
individuals they help. Family Promise of Indiana County is in need of items
for their transitional house. They have put together a wish list of items they
need. If you prefer to make a monetary donation, money received will go
toward a new washer to replace the one that was destroyed by flood waters
this summer. In addition they are expecting 2 newborns in January, one is a
girl, the other is a boy. The families could benefit from receiving newborn
diapers, wipes or other baby items or outfits. Our tree in the narthex will
have tags you can take, but rather than it being for a specific item that you buy and wrap up, it simply is a tag
with items needed. You decide what you want to purchase and return it to the church by December 23rd. There
is no need to wrap your items, just bring them and place in the appropriate box and we will deliver the items to
Family Promise.

December 16th @ 7:00 p.m.
A Blue Christmas Service
For hearts touched by loss, grief, or sadness at this time of year, offered
by several Marion Center Area Community Congregations, and
hosted at the Creekside Methodist Church.

Advent Devotional…
In 2014, several congregations of the Marion Center Area Ministerium created a
collection of devotions for the season of Advent to share voices and perspectives as we
all prepare for the coming of Christ. The collection was so well received over the past
few years that we wanted to come together again to make available a new collection of
voices from our brothers and sisters in Christ across the Marion Center area, all
helping us to turn our focus onto the coming of Christ, both as we celebrate Christmas,
and as we look ahead to the coming of Jesus in victory and the new creation.
We pray that this season and these devotions are a blessing for your own faith and your
own faith journey. And we give thanks to all who have offered their voices to this
collection. This year we are excited to have members from seven congregations
contributing.

PROMISES

Advent 2018 Devotions
Written by
Marion Center Area Congregations

Copies of the devotional are available in the Narthex.

Looking Ahead
December 2

Communion

December 14

ADVENTure kids Christmas Activity at the church 6:30 p.m.

December 16

After Worship Prayer
Blue Christmas Service at Creekside Methodist Church 7:00 p.m.

December 23

Lite lunch and Christmas Caroling following worship

December 24

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 7:30 p.m. with communion

Prayer Requests
Rest Home Folks:
St. Andrews - Grace Gromley
Crystal Waters - Irene Fairman & Charles Wallace
Active Military Service:
Greg Lydic
Matthew Baker
Howard Bronsen Jr.

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Michael & Rachel Weller – Ethiopia

Eric T. Buterbaugh
Dan Kessler
Ryan Hennessay

Jason Ratay
Andrew Linsenmeier
Michael Pappal

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Susie Enoch
2

Debbie Hill

3

Liz Gatskie

4

Katie Moore
Cassidy States

5

Wendy Weeks

8

Doris Glasser
Jonathan Kanouff

Benjamin Eaton
Dan Wozniak
Matt Moore

Dylan Wells
Louis Good
Brianna Fulmer

DECEMBER LAYLEADERS
2 Debbie Hill
9 Barb Meese
16 Brooke Slade
23 Beth Turner
30
27 Dakota Anthony
Bob Edwards

DECEMBER GREETERS
2 Carson & Lauren Houser
9 Kevin & Vicky Fisher
16 The Lewis Slade Family
23 Jan & Lorrie Gallo
30 Steven Stanley Family

28 Karl Lightcap
Josh Mouser
29

Russ Olson

31 Fred Edwards

DECEMBER USHERS
Josh Mouser, Michael Turner
Joe Kanouff and Dave Meese

12 Sue Olson
Nicole Watkins
14 Jed Gallo

18 Kathy Mabon

DECEMBER ACOLYTES
2 Lexi Haney & Dakoda Anthony
9 Claire Hood & Cheyenne Anthony
16 Luke Slade & Isaac Haney
23 Morgan Chichy & Lennon Brown
30 Maggie Hood & Miranda Leasure

19 Barb Banks
Ryan Edwards

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Jennifer Frederick - 724-397-2601

23 Jackie Pruner

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Barb Meese - 724-397-2891

17 Cheyenne Anthony
Charles Wallace

24 Rev. Bruce Shannon
JANUARY GREETERS
6 Rick & Sandy McKee
13 Mike Anthony Family
20 Karl Lightcap & Bob Henry
27 Dave & Barb Meese

Milestone Anniversaries
th
18 Mark & Bonnie McMahan - 25
th
31 Russ & Sue Olson - 60

JANUARY USHERS
Betty Zele, Sheri Repine,
Heather Hood and Barb Meese

The
ADVENTure
6:30-8 p.m.

Christas
Luncheon

Kids Activity - Friday, December 14

th

rd

December 23 - following worship & lite lunch

th

December 24 at 7:30 p.m.

