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From the Pastor’s Desk...
THE STRAW ROAD
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? - James 2:14
Like many Christians of the Reformed family background, I have long had problems with James. I’m not the first
one, as Martin Luther famously called James, “an epistle of straw, for it has nothing of the nature of the Gospel
about it.”
Yet, when I read through James, through the lens of a much older Christian, I see James as being a letter about
how we live out the life of a believer and truster in Christ. It’s sort of the “rubber hits the road” type of document.
Hence the title I’ve given it: “The Straw Road.”
Yes, if one hold to the theology that the Reformers handed down to us, you won’t find much of it in the letter of
James. But being a Christian isn’t always about the correct theology. It’s about correctly living out what we
believe. Placing our “Faith in Action”
How are you living out what you believe? How am I living out what I believe? James would want to prod at us all
a bit with questions like that. It’s like the old saying goes; people do not care about how much you know, they
want to see how much you care.
On July 8 I’ll start as six week preaching series on James, in part admittedly, to check out how I am doing in my
Christian walk.
And if that walk is taking me down a straw road that just might be a good thing. A very good thing, because the
straw road invites us to walk a path of works based on our faith. I look forward to that walk with you this
summer.
I hope you will join me on the Straw Road.
God loves you and so do I!
-Pastor Chris

JULY 2018 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
July 1, 2018
Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:17-27
“David’s Lament”
David’s lament over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan can teach us a few lessons.
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.

Worship

July 8, 2018
Scripture: James 1:1-8
“The Straw Road – Suffering”
The beginning of a series on James. Suffering can be part of God’s redemptive plan.
July 15, 2018
Scripture: James 1:13-18
“The Straw Road – The Faces of Sin”
Temptation is avoidable. But we are called to avoid sin anyway.
July 22, 2018
Scripture: James 2:1-13
“The Straw Road – Your Favorite Christian”
We all have our favorites, but Jesus showed no favoritism.
July 29, 2018
Scripture: Mark 2:23-3:6
“The Wilderness Transformed”
Worship at Blue Spruce Park
Music by John Ivey and Friends
Food and a picnic afterwards!
Cry Room Attendants…We are looking to have someone available every Sunday morning to help
out in the Cry Room. This is a ministry that is needed as our number of babies and toddlers
continues to increase.
If you would like to help, please let Susie Enoch know. All help will need to have had a background
check completed (we can help you out with that). Thank you in advance!

Graduate Spotlights… As we celebrate summer we also celebrate with and congratulate our recent graduates.
Each of our graduates was kind enough to share a little info about themselves and their future plans….

Josh Mouser
Josh is the son of Doug and Cindy Mouser of Marion Center.
Josh is a 2018 graduate of Marion Center Area High School, where he was a
member of the ROTC and FFA. His other interests include hunting, fishing and
playing video games. He has attended the Presbyterian Church of Marion for 18
years.
Josh’s future plans are to work for the United States Postal Service.
We asked him what he saw himself doing in 25 years and he would like to own his own property, have a family
and making a good living.
The person Josh admires most is his dad, he says “he is a hard worker and always seems to get the job done.”

Paige Repine
Paige is the daughter of Chris and Sheri Repine of Marion Center.
Paige is a 2018 graduate of Marion Center Area High School, where she played
basketball and was involved with Project Earth, Athena and yearbook. Her
other interests and hobbies include playing basketball, hanging out with friends
and family and being outdoors.
Paige’s future plans are to attend Geneva College.
Paige says she most admires her parents because “they have pushed me to be
the best person that I could be and they are very supportive through
everything.”

Michael Turner
Michael is the son of Fred and Beth Turner of Home, PA.
Michael is a 2018 graduate of Marion Center Area High School, where he wrestled for
12 years and was also in FFA. His other interests include hunting, raising and showing
pigs and farming. He has attended the Presbyterian Church of Marion for 18 years.
Michael’s future plans are to work for Shadco, a local company that does both
residential and commercial excavation. When asked what he thought he would be
doing in 25 years, he said he hopes to have his own farm, be working and have a
family.
Michael says the person he admires most is, “my dad, because he never lets me down
and is always there to help me fix things. He has also taught me to do a lot of things.”

Devynn Frazee
Devynn is the daughter of Bill and Shauna Frazee. Devynn currently
resides in Altoona, PA.
Devynn is a 2018 graduate of Mount Aloysius College where she studied
medical assisting with a specialty in medical coding. Devynn’s other
interests include singing, playing the flute, guitar and piano and watching
vlogs (way better than watching tv). Devynn has attended the Presbyterian
Church of Marion since she was born.
A fact that many may not know about Devynn, she really likes farm
animals and would one day like to homestead.
Devynn is currently working at UPMC Altoona and plans to transfer to a full time medical assisting position by
the end of summer. We asked Devynn what she saw herself doing in 25 years and she said “I can see myself still
working as a medical assistant. I can see myself homesteading so I can be more self-sufficient and feed my
family natural and nutrient dense food. I hope to be raising a large family and possibly be a foster parent.”
When asked who Devynn most admires she says “I don’t have just one person I admire. I have so many people
that have shaped me into the person that I am. Everyone in my life all have such different and great qualities.
But I would say I truly admire my grandparents Bob and Jennie Henry. Their wisdom has helped me a lot
through the years.”

VBS - July 15-19 at the Marion Center Methodist Church
Mark the date on your calendar and be sure to join us. As we explore
stories and lessons from God’s Word, there is also a whole lot of fun
with cool crafts, cool songs and cool snacks! Don’t miss out!!
You can register on line by going to the link below
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16iNXecyh0cPPlBMX22wFvxSAJvlDlbvbweNGuVdPZKE/viewform

or go to the VBS Facebook page at Marion Center Community Vacation Bible School and click on the link there
to register. You can also register by completing the form below and returning to the church office
Child’s Name:
Child’s Age:

Date of Birth:

Grade they will enter in the Fall of 2018:

Siblings Attending
Name of Mother/Guardian

Mother/Guardian Phone Number

Name of Father/Guardian

Father/Guardian Phone Number

Email
Food Allergies or other medical conditions
Emergency contact

Phone Number

Relationship to child:
I understand that pictures may be taken during the activities at Marion Center Community VBS or under its direction, then presented in various school and church
sponsored media. These include, but are not limited to pictures, video productions, facebook, newsletters, web casts, brochures, handbooks and programs. This section
serves as notification to you that any meetings, events and activities (including worship) are considered public and may be videotaped and/or photographed and used in the
above listed manner. Please note: This is a notification, not an authorization.

VBS Project….The kids at VBS will be making Chemo pillows for cancer patients.
The United Methodist Women are donating and sewing the pillows, but we need
poly fill to fill up the pillows. If you would like to donate a bag, we will be putting a
box in the Narthex to collect donations. Thank you for helping the kids with their
outreach project.

Mission trip to Chinle, Arizona…They have raised money for
it…they have planned for it…we all have been praying for
them…and off they went to serve the Lord!
Here is a peek at our mission team working hard, making new
friends and sharing about the Lord.
We invite you to join us Sunday, August 5th as our team will
share their experiences and a little about the work they did
on the mission trip during our worship service.

Looking Ahead
July 1

Communion

July 15-19

Vacation Bible School at the Marion Center Methodist Church
6:15-8:30 p.m.

July 29

Worship and Picnic at Blue Spruce Park (at big pavilion) 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Requests

Rest Home Folks:
St. Andrews - Grace Gromley
Crystal Waters - Irene Fairman & Charles Wallace
Arc Manor - Erma Griffith
Active Military Service:
Greg Lydic
Matthew Baker
Howard Bronsen Jr.

Eric T. Buterbaugh
Dan Kessler
Ryan Hennessay

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1 Alexis Haney

7 Carol Fry
9 Evan Fry

27 Madison Kanouff
Lorrie Gallo

11 T.J. Banks

28 Amy Lowmaster

12 Lennon Brown
Gary Kanouff

29 Natalie Gatskie

18 Connie Edwards
Joan Marshall
Heather Hood
21 Sara Ryen
25 Amanda Kanouff

Milestone Anniversaries
1 Terry & Kathy Reece - 30th
12 Jim & Betsy Sisitki - 10th

Jason Ratay
Andrew Linsenmeier
Michael Pappal

Benjamin Eaton
Dan Wozniak
Matt Moore

Dylan Wells
Louis Good
Brianna Fulmer

JULY LAYLEADERS
1 Donna Kanouff
8 Jim Sisitki
15
22
29

3 Mikey Anthony

16 Sherry Beatty

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Michael & Rachel Weller – Ethiopia

30 Maddox Didlott
Bob Marshall

JULY GREETERS
1 TJ & Barb Banks
8 Joe & Debbie Hill
15 Gary & Donna Kanouff
22 Gerry Frye & Rick & Sandy McKee
29 Blake Didlott family
JULY USHERS
Lynn Baun, Ray Glasser,
Dave Meese and Paul McMahan
JULY ACOLYTES
1 Maggie Hood & Miranda Leasure
8 Roman Elensky & Brook Slade
15 Madison Kanouff & Robbie Slade
22 Kensi Kanouff & Sarah Moore
29 Noah Kanouff & Dakoda Anthony
DEACON OF THE MONTH
Gary Kanouff – 814-952-4450
ELDER OF THE MONTH
Donna Kanouff - 814-952-8355
AUGUST GREETERS
5 Sherry Beatty & Gladys Blazavich
12 Paul & Virginia McMahan
19 Ken Mottorn & Judy Schurr
26 Dave & Barb Meese
AUGUST USHERS
Jennifer Frederick, Sandy McKee
Donna Kanouff and Connie Edwards

