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GATHERING TOGETHER to serve, support, and encourage each other in God’s ways
Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you
must go with this people into the land that the LORD swore to their forefathers to give them, and you must
divide it among them as their inheritance. The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
Deuteronomy 31:7,8
Godly encouragement creates atmospheres for service and support. And encouragement has its roots in God,
the ultimate encourager. In the passage above God uses Moses to encourage Joshua; in fact our God commands
his people encourage each other because he knows we need it.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus warned that “in this world you will have trouble,” which he then followed with a
much needed encouragement: “But take heart; I have overcome the world”
So what exactly is encouragement? From a biblical perspective, encouragement isn’t focused on complementing
someone’s haircut or telling them how good their homemade salad dressing tastes. That kind of encouragement
is important, but the encouragement the Scriptures refer to is explicitly Christian encouragement.
Encouragement is shared with the hopes that it will lift someone’s heart toward the Lord (Col. 4:8). It points out
evidences of grace in another’s life to help them see that God is using them. It points a person to God’s
promises that assures them that all they face is under his control.
Sometimes we have to learn to be an encourager. Encouragement is a gift that can grow in you. Pray for God to
make you an encourager. Ask Him to give you a heart that loves others and creativity to know how to show it.
Ask Him to help you grow in a desire to build others up. Because God delights in helping his people to encourage
we can trust that his Spirit will teach us how to bless others for his glory and their spiritual good.
Work at making encouragement a daily discipline. For some of us encouragement comes naturally, for others,
not so much.
(continued on next page)

Pray for God to show you who to encourage. Ask God to bring someone to mind that you should reach out to.
One way to do this is by praying through our church directory. Another way is to use Scripture if you’re able.
Nothing encourages us like promises from God’s Word. Make a list of Scriptures that God has used to bless you
personally or an excerpt from something you read in your daily devotional. Study the Psalms, Romans 8, and the
Gospels. Find and share riches of God’s grace with others.
Be specific in what you say. Write a note if need be. We all need encouragement, and nothing is more
encouraging than a short quick note. Pray that God would create a culture of encouragement around here. Ask
God to make the Presbyterian Church of Marion a community that loves each other in specific, tangible ways
like encouragement. Ask God to use you to help fan that flame. Get started. Who can you encourage right
now? Who has blessed you recently that you can thank? How might God use your encouragement in their lives?
And how might encouraging someone affect your life….
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Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources:
Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to
seek out and prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to serve,
lead, and journey with the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the
PNC’s assistance.

Prayers for our
PNC

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and known us; you discern our
thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them now, Father.
As they continue in this search process, be present among them, and guide each step they take. Guide them in all
their doings, Gracious God.
Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and
perspectives as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them
some Holy rest when rest is needed.
Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and
among all participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.
Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in
the way of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.
Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their
tasks are complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your
wisdom, they will have accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know
that you are God.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Session Update…. At the December meeting, the Session approved a baptism to take place on February 6, 2022.
In addition, the congregation meeting will take place before the worship service to allow for installation of
officers during the worship service. Also, the session approved changes to the active members list and moved the
annual reorganization and assignments of the elders to the February meeting.
PNC Update… The PNC continues to review PIFs of potential pastoral candidates, having read 47 thus far.
Contact has been made with several candidates and dialogue continues as we search for the one God has chosen
for our congregation. Please continue to lift the committee in prayer.
2022 Per Capita… The per capita rate for 2022 is $25.40 per member. The breakdown of
where that money goes is $23 to the Presbytery and $2.40 to the Synod. Session has voted not to
pay the $8.98 part of the per capita that goes to General Assembly.
February 6th Congregational Meeting before worship at 10:00 a.m.
***Please note time of meeting***
Session voted to move our annual congregational meeting that is usually held in
January to February 6th. Please note this meeting will take place before worship!
This will allow us to elect the remaining deacon and elder needed and then all our
Congregational
2022 officers can be ordained and installed during worship by our moderator
Meeting
th
Dr. De La Cruz, who will also, being leading worship that day. It is very important
February 6
10:00 a.m.
that we have enough members to make a quorum, so if you could please join us it
would be greatly appreciated. Come at 9:30 and our Christian Café will even
provide the coffee!!

Deacon Social…
The deacons will host a social following worship on Sunday, February 6th.
Please join them for some yummy refreshments and a time of fellowship following worship.
Christian Café … join us for morning refreshments before worship.
From 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. coffee, juice and refreshment will be available in the Narthex.
Nourishment for your body before we head to worship to nourish our soul!

Special Disaster Relief Offering...The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is reaching out to help those that were
affected by the devastating tornadoes that ripped through several states, especially towns in Kentucky. They are
reaching out to congregations asking for donations so they may help those in need.
Our session is going to be taking a special offering with a pledge of $1,000 to help
with supplies. If you would like to donate, you may do so by using your regular giving
envelope. You can mark the envelope with how much goes to your regular offering and
how much is going to the Presbyterian Disaster Relief Fund. If you do not have an
offering envelope there are special envelopes in the pew racks that you can use. If you are
not going to be in worship and would like to give, please mail your donation to the church
address, PO Box 178, Marion Center, PA 15759 and mark on your envelope “disaster assistance offering”.
Let us stand together, bearing witness by our gifts and prayers to help those in need!
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