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From the Pastor’s Desk...
Goodness and Providence
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn
his face toward you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
It is difficult to believe, but this will be my last article I write for the “Light From The Hill.” Soon, Susie and I
will be waving goodbye. In case you hadn’t heard, we’ve purchased a home in Canyon, Texas (just south of
Amarillo) to retire to. We don’t know what the Lord has in store for us when we get there permanently, but we’ll
trust in His goodness and His providence. Jesus is with us.
I can imagine, some of you might be a bit uneasy about what the future hold for the Presbyterian Church of
Marion. Understandable. But please remember, the Lord holds all of our futures in His hand. And trust in the
kindness of the One who loves you, has chosen you, and will never leave you.
The reality is that God has already chosen your next pastor, and he is guiding your Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC) through a process; a course that at times may seem winding, slow, and difficult. But again, I urge you to
trust His goodness and His providence. But also, please keep the PNC as a group and as individuals in the group
in your daily prayers. God honors prayer, that much I know. Help them know that Jesus stands with them.
Oh, and I also know at least one other thing: Susie and I will miss you all deeply. God has written you all on our
hearts and you will remain in our prayers.
The Scripture quote above is known as the Aaronic Blessing. It is the blessing that God told Aaron and his sons to
speak over the people of Israel. Note that the emphasis is upon God. God originates the blessing—it was God
who instructed Aaron on the proper form of the blessing and gave instructions for it to be spoken over the people
to begin with. The blessing itself emphasizes that it is the Lord who blesses the people and does for them what
they cannot do for themselves. It is a blessing that denotes God’s goodness and providence
(continued on next page)

Many pastors use this blessing to end every worship service. I never have, partially because it is a specific
protection of the Lord given to the Israel of God. I have always felt that this blessing is meant only for the most
special of times. And…this is such a time.
So I leave you with this blessing…
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD
turn his face toward you and give you peace.
Trust His goodness; trust His providence. Jesus is with you!
God loves you, and so do I
-Chris

SEPTEMBER 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
September 5, 2021
Scripture: Isaiah 41:19
“FEAR LESS”
Guest Speaker: Glenda Mears

Worship

September 12, 2021
Scripture: John 1:6-13
“REACHING FURTHER into darkness with the light of the gospel.in care and
nurture of one another in the family of faith.”
To be clear, there is real darkness in the world. Our Lord calls us to be the light on the hill over the darkness.
The Lord’s Supper to be celebrated.
September 19, 2021
John 13:1-17
“REACHING FURTHER into hurt with healing, need with help, wrong with justice.”
The need to reach out into the community with love can be messy, but necessary.
September 26, 2021
Matthew 28:16-20
“One More Thing”
Jesus had a “One More Thing” moment with his disciples that applies to all of us today and every day.
Deacon’s Ice Cream Social….The deacons will be hosting an ice cream social
following worship on Sunday, September 12th.
Please join us...everyone LOVES ice cream!!

Congregational Meeting….There will be a congregational meeting
following worship on Sunday, September 19th for the purpose of
electing officers for 2022.

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources:
Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to
work together to seek out and prayerfully discern the person who,
even now, is being called to serve, lead, and journey with the
Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the PNC’s
assistance.

Prayer for the
Pastor Nominating
Committee

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and
known us; you discern our thoughts from afar; you follow our
journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them
now, Father. As they continue in this search process, be present among them, and guide each step they take.
Guide them in all their doings, Gracious God. Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help
them to welcome different viewpoints and
perspectives as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them
some Holy rest when rest is needed.
Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and
among all participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.
Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in
the way of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.
Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their
tasks are complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your
wisdom,
they will have accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know that you
are God.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Sunday School Begins… Sunday, September 12th we will begin Sunday School for the
year.
The Adults will meet at 9:30 in the Social Hall and will begin with discussion on
“How God Speaks to Us”.
Sunday School for our youth, ages Kindergarten through 8th grade, will meet during worship.
Come, join us and let’s learn together!

Retirement Celebration…
As everyone knows by now Pastor Chris is retiring. We would like to honor
him and Susie with a retirement luncheon and celebration. Pastor Chris’ final
Sunday Worship with us will be September 26th. We invite everyone to
worship on the 26th at 10:30 and following worship we will hold a luncheon
with a celebration program.
In order to prepare enough for lunch, we ask that you rsvp either by signing
the sheet that will be on the bulletin board in the Narthex, email Beth Turner
at pcmarionsecretary@comcast.net or by calling Beth’s cell phone at 412-289-6821.
Reservation for lunch need to be received by September 5th.
We would like to send both Pastor Chris and Susie off with a special book of memories. Located on the table in
the Narthex will be paper that you can write your favorite memory, special note or whatever you wish to share
with them. Pictures can be included on your sheet if you would like. We ask that you use the paper provided so
that it will fit in the book properly and that you return your written memory to the office by September 19th.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help cover the cost of the celebration, you may do so by
marking your offering envelope or placing in a different envelope and marking “retirement celebration” on it.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Ethiopia – Heather & Habtom Kaleb

PNC
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie,
Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood
Active Military Service: Benjamin Eaton, Louis Good and Brianna Fulmer

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Aiden Edwards
3 Kevin Fisher
5 Nevada Armstrong
6 Ashley Anthony
7 Karen Gromley
9 Alicia McQuillan
11 Linda Glasser
13 Alexa Musgrave
Nichele Olson
16 Blake Didlott
18 Fred Turner
Hailey Lowmaster

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Jennie Henry
ELDER OF THE MONTH
Shawna Stanley
20 Gladys Blazavich
John Hastings Jr.
21 Pastor Chris Enoch
Jacob Shultz
24 Steve Stanley
29 Cheyenne Shultz
30 Doug Mouser Sr.

Milestone Anniversaries
10 Steve & Shawna Stanley - 5th
17 Bruce & Adrienne Hainan - 10th

