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From the Pastor’s Desk...
Gathering, Growing and Reaching….
“

So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.”
Acts 16:5

As the apostle Paul, Timothy and others traveled in areas of what we now call Turkey, the writer of Acts makes a
quick note that “the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.”
Around the time that our current church building was constructed, a number of people here at the church set off to
place on paper a mission statement that, if followed, certainly would open up the opportunity for strengthening
faith and seeing growth.
Admittedly, I have not followed the mission statement closely, partially because I did not understand the context
in which it was created. As I prepare to leave the Presbyterian Church of Marion, some of the elders of the
church felt now would be a good time to re-visit the mission statement and all
that it implies. Personally, I don’t think it is a good time to do so; in fact it is a
great time to do so!
Starting July 18, I plan to start a series – my last series here – of sermons that
will be based on the mission statement of our church. I’ll re-visit the mission
statement but likely not be able to touch on all that it implies. But my prayer
is that you are inspired to consider the implications in both your ministry here
at the church and in your ministry wherever God has you.

(continued on next page)

I’m calling the series “Gathering, Growing, and Reaching” as those are the three areas of Christian life that the
mission statement centers on. With the goal that as you move into the future that God has for you, you will see
strengthening in the faith and daily growth around here.

God loves you and so do I
-Pastor Chris
P.S. elsewhere in this newsletter you will find the church mission statement. Read it and contemplate it!

JULY 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
July 4, 2021
Exodus 34:28–35; Hebrews 12:1-3
“Let Us Run: Reaching for the Goal”
Making Christ the first and last thought of your day; focusing on Christ throughout
your day. The Lord’s Supper to be celebrated.

Worship

July 11, 2021
WORSHIP AT BLUE SPRUCE PARK @ 10:30
Bring food, bring your voice; a hymn sing with other churches will take place after lunch @ 1:00

July 18, 2021
Scripture: Romans 12:1-2; Psalm 33:1-3
“Gathering, Growing, and Reaching - Pt. 1”
The first of a nine-week series based on the church mission statement. A basic idea of what worship is to contain;
or as the church mission statement says, “GATHERING TOGETHER to worship, praise, and pray in God’s love.

July 25, 2021
Scripture: Acts 7:44-53; 2 Timothy 3:14-17
“Gathering, Growing, and Reaching - Pt. 2”
Gathering together to learn the Bible and applying it to our lives is a critically important activity; or as the church
mission statement says, “GATHERING TOGETHER to learn, teach, and believe in God’s word.
August 1, 2021
Scripture: Deuteronomy 31:7,8; Hebrews 3:12–15
“Gathering, Growing, and Reaching - Pt. 3”
God gathers his people together to encourage and help each other; or as the church mission statement says,
“GATHERING TOGETHER to serve, support, and encourage each other in God’s ways.”
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.

Worship in the Park…
Join us on Sunday, July 11th
as we worship in the Park.
Worship will be held at
Blue Spruce Park, Pavilion 1
at 10:30 a.m.
Bring some food to share or a packed lunch for yourself and stay for a time of fellowship and then tune up your
voices as we will be joined by some other area churches for a hymn sing at 1:00 p.m.

New Member’s Class Coming…
We know we have several people interested in uniting with the Presbyterian Church of
Marion. Pastor Chris will be scheduling a “New Member’s Class” soon; but is trying to
find a time that fits most.
If you are thinking of uniting with The Presbyterian Church of Marion, or just want to
know more about the church, our denomination, or any other questions you can dream
of, please let pastor Chris know. Call him at 724-466-9023

Presbyterian Church of Marion Center
Mission Statement
GATHERING TOGETHER
 to worship, praise, and pray in God’s love.
 to learn, teach, and believe in God’s word.
 to serve, support, and encourage each other in God’s ways;
GROWING STRONGER
 in faith and trust in our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
 in care and nurture of one another in the family of faith.
 in the discovery and use of each person’s spiritual gifts for the Christian Church;
REACHING FURTHER
 into our community, our nation, and our world with God’s grace.
 into darkness with the light of the gospel.
 into hurt with healing, need with help, wrong with justice.

Red Cross Blood Drive...The deacons will be hosting a blood drive at the church on
Tuesday, August 10th. Hours you can donate are 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
In a hurry? Pre-register by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or by going to www.redcrossblood.org and enter Marion Center.
Be a part of the lifesaving cause!

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Ethiopia – Heather & Habtom Kaleb

Active Military Service: Benjamin Eaton, Louis Good & Brianna Fulmer

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1 Alexis Haney
3 Mikey Anthony
7 Carol Fry
9 Evan Fry
11 T.J. Banks
12 Lennon Brown
Gary Kanouff
16 Sherry Beatty
18 Connie Edwards
Joan Marshall
Heather Hood
21 Sara Baker
25 Amanda Kanouff
27 Lorrie Gallo
Madison Kanouff
28 Amy Lowmaster
29 Natalie Gatskie
30 Maddox Didlott
Aubree Watkins

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Bobbie Farren
ELDERS OF THE MONTH
Carol Fry & Lorrie Gallo

