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From the Pastor’s Desk...
“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles,
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was
handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put
him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony
of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him….”
- Peter, as quoted in Acts 2:22-24
It’s Easter.
As a pastor, sometimes it is a challenge as to what to say, or preach, on Easter Sunday. Not that the news isn’t
exciting –it is. It’s the greatest news humanity has ever had. It’s just that the message is always the same. Which
means, while it may be a challenge to come up with a message, the message on Easter should always be the same.
And no one said it better than the apostle Peter on the very first Pentecost (yes, Pentecost is very much an Easter
experience). Read his words above….Jesus did “miracles, wonders and signs” and we, “help of wicked men, put
him to death.” But “God raised him from the dead” Yep, that’s the Easter message in a nutshell. I suspect Peter
gave that message many, many times in his ministry. Word after word. The same.
Sometimes we preachers, especially on Easter, make things too complicated. It’s not. Peter has it right. We saw
who Jesus was. We put him to death. He rose from the dead. Someone recently asked me what type of preacher I
am… I hope that ultimately, I am one that preaches like Peter. It is simple. It’s Easter.
Christ is risen!
God loves you and so do I
-Pastor Chris

APRIL 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
April 4, 2021 – EASTER SUNDAY (TWO SERVICES 8:30 and 10:30)
Scripture: John 11:1-43
“A Season of Miracles – Miracle of Resurrection
Jesus’ rising of a dead man – Lazarus – offered his followers, and us, a preview of
the truth of the Easter gospel.

Worship

April 11, 2021
Scripture: Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-21
“God Responds”
Donna Kanouff Preaching
God provides a way, through faith in His Word and Light.
April 18, 2021
Guest Preacher – Bob Santos
April 25, 2021
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
“Messy Church – The Good and the Grace”
Christians work for the common good, in some ways this is God’s grace in action.
SPECIAL CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AFTER WORSHIP
May 2, 2021
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
“Messy Church – One Bread, One Body”
There are many parts to the Body of Christ, unified sealed with the promise found at communion.
The Lord’s Supper to be celebrated.

Transition Process…
Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of
Marion.
As I write this, I look at the calendar and see that our time
together is drawing short. September will be with us before we know it. There is some good news in this.
In some ways, the Ministry Commission of the presbytery has allowed me to shift my role here a bit. From now
until September 30, I will be acting much like an Interim Pastor, of which I have been trained, but never actually
done. By doing this, the hope is to cut down on the time between my retirement and the arrival of your new
pastor, of whom I am convinced God has already chosen.
So part of my job now will be assisting a duly formed Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) that you will elect on
April 25. There is much preparatory work for session and the committee to do before my retirement. The goal
will be to have a Ministry Information Form (MIF) up and published on the denominational website on October
1. On that day, it is hoped that the PNC will start received PIF’s (Personal Information Forms - Presbyterianese
for resumes). You need to know, if this happens by October 1, it will be done with an unprecedented speed for
this Presbytery. You also need to know, that my role with the PNC will be strictly that of assistance and support
of the PNC; I will not being directly involved with their work, nor have any influence in whom they may consider
as your next pastor. That is why they must wait to review any potential candidates until the day after I retire.

(Continued on next page)
As I mentioned, there is much preparatory work for session and the committee to do. We will do somewhat of a
mission study; we are already looking at our financial situation – not just for the moment (we seem to be good),
but also trying to project it over the next five years (that could be more problematic). And…there is much praying
to do.
As your pastor, this I know. The Presbyterian Church of Marion needs your support. Your prayers are of utmost
importance. First of all, the church nominating committee is going to be busy, as they will nominate those to be
on the Pastor Nominating Committee and of course, will also be nominating church officers for 2022. Where you
come into play here is if the nominating committee approaches you, please prayerfully consider their request.
God may be calling you to serve in such a time as this.
Also, your attendance at Congregational meetings will be vital. Starting with a meeting that has been scheduled
for after worship on April 25! (See the separate announcement in this newsletter)
Please know that your session and ultimately PNC will be under some pressure to get a lot done in a short amount
of time. They need your love and encouragement!
Going forward, and hopefully post-pandemic, your continued support in your financial giving will be crucial. As
most of you know, I do not like to talk about stewardship – but one of my tasks as I’m now in a more ‘interim’
role is to try to get the church ready in a number of ways for a new pastor. And one of those ways will be in the
stewardship category.
My hope is that the next six months will contain some exciting times, even if what God has in his hands is a bit
unknown at the moment. This I know, what the future holds for this congregation is where God already is. Have
confidence in that. God is good. Always.
-Pastor Chris
SPECIAL CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING APRIL 25
The session is calling a special meeting of the congregation for after worship on April 25.
There will be three items for action on the agenda:
1. To vote on dissolving the relationship with Pastor Chris effective
September 30, 2021.
2. To elect a five-person Pastor Nominating Committee, contingent on
approval of the presbytery of Kiskiminetas’ Ministry Commission.
3. To elect two persons to serve as ruling elders, class of 2023.
While these will be the only actions that can be taken at this meeting, there
will be an opportunity for questions to be answered.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Sunday Morning Worship and On-line Worship…
As we continue along a path of uncertainly in the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, we are meeting for worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays @ 10:30.
If you plan to attend, please know that worship will not look like it used to, at
least for a while. What we are doing include
 Recommending masks
 There is no singing
 Social distancing is recommended, and we encourage no congregating before
and after worship.
 No passing of the peace/fellowship time/passing of offering plates/communion is taking place.
 We are not using printed bulletins but will have any needed liturgy up on the screens.
 For several reasons, worship will be shorter.
If you are in any way high risk (sometimes defined as age 65 or older or those with underlying conditions) feel
free to stay home for your own wellbeing. As a matter of fact, if in any way you are uncomfortable with attending
worship in our building, please know you are welcome to do or not do as you feel led. If you are ill, please do
stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better! For those who stay home and have internet access, we plan to
continue to offer on-line worship opportunities on YouTube.
The Presbyterian Church of Marion has its own YouTube channel, and can be found easily from a link on our
church web page, marionpres.org.

Camperships… If you have a child that decides to attend a summer church camp, the church
has camperships available through the Olson Memorial Camp Fund. Camperships are
available to active members of the church who have attended worship and/or Sunday School at
least four times in the current calendar year, beginning January 1. Stop by the office for an
application.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Active Military Service:

Louis Good

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4 Alexis Mouser
7 Ken Ackerson
Sheri Repine
Tori Snyder
8 Kathy Reece
15 Katelin Olson
18 Joe Kanouff
19 Lynn Fry
20 Heather Shick
27 Shauna Frazee
28 Michael Gatskie IV

Benjamin Eaton

Brianna Fulmer

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Linda Glasser
DEACON OF THE MONTH
Connie Edwards
Milestone Anniversaries
5 John & Lois Repine – 51st
20 Fred & Connie Edwards -52nd

