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Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage
--with great patience and careful instruction.
2 Timothy 4:2
If anyone would have suggested that we would have spent the bulk of 2020 trying to figure out how to be the
church in pandemic times, I would have had almost no idea what they were talking about. Indeed, the word
“pandemic” was really not in my vocabulary prior to early 2020. It would be nice to say that I can now eliminate
that word from my vocabulary; but as I write this, it seems that this word will be with us for another five months
or more. Like everyone else, I have not liked the season we have been in. It has been a difficult challenge for me;
I have been stretched by both the season we are in and by God, as I imagine we all have been.
I suppose the most difficult thing for me has been creating and maintaining an internet presence. This has been
quite the task but has not been without reward. Between in person worship and what gets produced on YouTube,
we have far more people attending “worship” than we had pre-pandemic. Along with the simple goodness of our
God, I am convinced our on-line presence has made our financial situation remain very stable - and our
evangelistic outreach far greater than in years past. That has been a blessing.
Over the past month I have been reading and studying a small but insightful book by Thom Rainer called “The
Post Quarantine Church.” Rainer is a pastor and well-respected researcher who heads an organization called
“Church Answers.”
While many of us long for things to return to normal, deep down inside most of us have to realize that whatever
we call normal in a few months will not look like normal did at the beginning of 2020. 2021 will be another year
of change, but Thom Rainer believes that our “post-quarantine” world will be filled with key opportunities for
churches! He believes the church “is entering the most amazing and exciting days it has seen in decades – maybe
in centuries. Though the path will not always be easy, we can expect future days of great opportunity.”
(continued on next page)

Rainer suggests that there will be six areas in which these great opportunities could manifest after the quarantine:







Gathering differently and better
Seizing your opportunity to reach the digital world
Reconnecting with the community near your church
Taking prayer to a new and powerful level
Rethinking your facilities for emerging opportunities
Making lasting changes that will make a difference

My plan is to spend the time I have remaining with you folk exploring what these opportunities might possibly
be, first with the session and then with the congregation. I hope to set a tone that you will embrace in seeking the
excitement of what post pandemic ministry will look like for the Presbyterian Church of Marion.
As I said, 2021 will be another year of change, and I did use the phrase “time I have remaining” quite
intentionally. 2021 will be the year that I turn 65 years old, and Susie and I have made the decision to seek out
what our “post-quarantine” years might look like. That being said, I do plan to retire somewhere around
September 30.
The Bible tells us to “Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season.” This has been one huge
challenging season for such preaching, and upcoming seasons will be filled with more challenges, but our
responsibility has not and will not change. And the opportunities to do so will be exciting. The question is – will
you, church, embrace the opportunities? Are you willing to take on new opportunities that this post-pandemic will
offer? What will the church of the future look like?
God loves you and so do I!
-Pastor Chris
FEBRUARY 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
February 7, 2021
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:27-34
“Messy Church – Self Examination”
Self-Examination is a critical aspect of the Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper will be observed

Worship

February 14, 2021
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:1–3
“Messy Church – Jesus Is Lord”
Paul starts a long discussion on spiritual gifts by setting things straight: Jesus is Lord. Lord of everything.
February 21, 2021 (First Sunday of Lent)
Scripture: John 2:1-11
“A Season of Miracles – A Wedding”
The changing of the water into wine is a precursor to the best miracle yet to come.
February 28, 2021 (Second Sunday of Lent)
Scripture: John 4:43-54
“A Season of Miracles - A Miracle For All”
The healing of the official’s son means very specific miracles can happen; and the miracles are open to all people.
We need to be looking for those miracles.

2021 Per Capita…
The per capita rate for 2021 is $24.67 per member. The breakdown of where that money goes is
$22.27 to the Presbytery and $2.40 to the Synod. Session has voted not to pay the $8.98 part of
the per capita that goes to General Assembly.

Sunday Morning Worship and On-line Worship…
As we continue along a path of uncertainly in the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, we are meeting for worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays @ 10:30.
If you plan to attend, please know that worship will not look like it used to, at
least for a while. What we are doing include
 Recommending masks
 There is no singing
 Social distancing is recommended, and we encourage no congregating before
and after worship.
 No passing of the peace/fellowship time/passing of offering plates/communion is taking place.
 We are not using printed bulletins but will have any needed liturgy up on the screens.
 For several reasons, worship will be shorter.
If you are in any way high risk (sometimes defined as age 65 or older or those with underlying conditions) feel
free to stay home for your own wellbeing. As a matter of fact, if in any way you are uncomfortable with attending
worship in our building, please know you are welcome to do or not do as you feel led. If you are ill, please do
stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better! For those who stay home and have internet access, we plan to
continue to offer on-line worship opportunities on YouTube.
The Presbyterian Church of Marion has its own YouTube channel, and can be found easily from a link on our
church web page, marionpres.org.

RULING ELDER
“As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people,
so the New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in
discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people.”
This quote, from the Book of Order, sums up in a nutshell the responsibilities of
a ruling elder. At our Nov. 15 Congregational Meeting,
we adjourned without completing a full slate of ruling elders.
Which is OK, because we would never want to simply “fill a slot.”
My question to you as you read this. Are you feeling any tug of God’s Spirit to serve in such a position at The
Presbyterian Church of Marion? Any active member of the congregation is eligible, although serving as such is
not for all.
If you are feeling any such ‘tug,’ please feel free to speak with me about it. We do have one opening and would
love to fill it with someone called to serve in such a manner.
God bless you
-Pastor Chris
Thank You…
Thanks to all for the cards and greetings and well wishes to us for our birthdays and wedding
anniversary in December. Thank you for your concern and friendship. Thanks also to Pastor
Chris and all who help with church on-line until we meet again.
--Russ and Sue Olson

A Season of Miracles Bible Study
Wednesdays in Lent at 7:00 p.m. via ZOOM
Lent starts on Wednesday, February 17. For Lent, we will be looking some of the miracles of Jesus in the
gospel of John. While Sunday sermons will be on those miracles, I will also be leading a Bible Study on those
miracles starting on Wednesday evening February 17 (there will not be an Ash Wednesday service this year).
The Bible study will not be held at the church but instead it will use the “ZOOM” application. ZOOM is
an internet video communications program that allows you to set up virtual video and audio communications.
You do not need an account to attend a Zoom meeting, and the program is compatible with almost any computer
or smart phone. It can also be accessed simply via a phone call. What this means is that almost anyone who
wants to can participate.
Around February 10, I’ll email out to those in the church who use email, a link that can be used to join in
the Bible Study; if you would like to participate simply by phone, please let me know so I can get the phone
number out to you.
I anticipate the study to last one hour each Wednesday evening in Lent @ 7:00 p.m., and will include
ample time for prayer. While I have used ZOOM many times over the past year, this is my first attempt to lead a
study by this means. So it may seem clunky at first, but we’ll get the hang of it as we move into the study.
For the study, you’ll need a Bible and a willingness to listen and share.
Here’s your assignment for our first gathering on February 17.
 Please be thinking about miracles that have seen in or around your life.
 Think about how God may have used you to foster a miracle.
 Think about why Jesus performed miracles.
 What can you do to make yourself more aware of
miracles that may be happening around you?
 And pray (share only if you want to) about a miracle
that you would like to see in or around your life.
The first miracle we will look at will be the Wedding at Cana. Please
pre-read John 2:1-11 if you can prior to February 17.

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY STARTS BACK UP ON JANUARY 31
Susie will be starting back up the Youth Bible Study (grades 7-12) on
Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall (to keep social
distancing). They will try to go a little further into the gospel of
Matthew.
This study starts the evening of January 31 and is planned to last six
weeks. Again, this will be a chance to grow as Jesus would want us to grow,
and also have some fellowship that we know everyone has been missing.

Red Cross Blood Drive...The deacons will be hosting a blood drive at the church on
Tuesday, February 2nd. Hours you can donate are 1:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Pre-registration is required. Appointments can be made by calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or by going to www.redcrossblood.org and enter Marion Center.
(if on-line registration is full, please call the number above as they will try to fit everyone
in as there is a great need for blood!)
Be a part of the lifesaving cause!

Souper Bowl of Caring…Once again we will be helping to fight hunger in our area
by having a special collection for ICCAP. On February 7th, Super Bowl Sunday; a
kettle will be placed on the table in the Narthex to collect donations. This is a
nationwide collection but all our donations will go directly to ICCAP Food Bank.

Life-Way Pregnancy Center’s Change for Life Campaign…
One again, as part of our mission outreach we will be collecting change for Life-Way
Pregnancy Center. The organization helps men, women and children. It provides pregnancy
and parenting education as well as adoption and after-abortion healing and support. They
also lend a hand for those in need of maternity and baby/nursery supplies.
So how far does change go? Well in 2018 through their fill a baby bottle campaign they
raised $28,300, so yes change adds up and makes a difference! Stop by the mission table in
the Narthex and pick up a bottle to fill. You can fill your bottle with more than change and checks are acceptable
too, just make payable to “Life-Way Pregnancy Center”.
We will be collecting bottles through the month of February.

PYSANKY EGG DECORATING?
In this time of continued uncertainly, Susie would like to know if there is anyone interested
in doing some Pysanky (Ukrainian Egg Decorating). If so, please contact Susie to confirm
your interest.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Active Military Service:

Louis Good

Benjamin Eaton

Brianna Fulmer

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
4 Isaac Haney

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Lorrie Gallo

5

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Susie Enoch

Diane Sellers

12 Stephanie Baun
Elaine Edwards
22 Nancy Laird
15 Kingston Brown
26 Bev Gatskie
20 Mabel Millen
Ed Turner
21 Lynette Clawson
Anne Shannon

Milestone Anniversaries
Jan 23 Calvin & Bobbie Farren – 50th
Feb 14 Dave & Nancy Laird - 63rd
Feb 25 Ray & Doris Glasser - 71st
Feb 28 Mike & Bev Gatskie - 45th

