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From the Pastor’s Desk...
“Some things change, some things do not”
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." Hebrews 13:8
In what spare time I’ve had over the past month, I’ve been reading a short gem of a book. It’s entitled “The Post
Quarantine Church.” Of course, we are not post-quarantine by any sense of the word; one can sense a brightness
at the end of the tunnel. I think. I pray. That being said, there is still much tunnel to travel through.
While the ‘post quarantine church’ will not look like it did ‘pre-quarantine,’ there are priorities that were true
prior to the pandemic, are true now, and will remain true in the future. The book I’ve been reading points out that
the following things have not and will not change.
Among them are:
 The Bible is still the Word of God.
 Christ is still the only way of salvation.
 Prayer is still vital.
 Evangelism is still a mandate.
The author of the book, Dr, Thom Rainer, states emphatically that “the God we serve is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.”
Oh, yes, many things are going to change over the next few months or years, but our foundations will not. And
they are in effect right now. As we are still in the waiting game, how is your….
 Reading and study of God’s Word?
 Your relationship with the only Savior of the world?
 How are you praying, when are you praying, what are you praying about?
 Have you had the opportunity to talk about Jesus with anyone lately? (That being said, some of you have
shared some awesome “Jesus sharing” moments with me lately.)
(continued on next page)

We are not post-quarantine, but we are still His church even as so many things continue to look so and too
different. What does the future hold, for us His people, for us, His church? I don’t know exactly. While change
is in store in the future, the imperatives of His church will not. Some things change, some things do not.
This I know, Jesus is “the same yesterday and today and forever.” And this is what I count on.
How about you?
God loves you and so do I
-Pastor Chris

JANUARY 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
January 3, 2021
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:10-14; Ephesians 1:3-14
“Hope In The Light”
Donna Kanouff preaching
No YouTube service is planned

Worship

January 10, 2021
Scripture: Psalm 29; Mark 1:4-11
“Light Of The World
Donna Kanouff preaching
No YouTube service is planned
January 17, 2021
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
“Messy Church – Hold Your Cards”
Christians exercise their freedom - responsibly.
Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons to take place
January 24, 2021
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
“Messy Church – Whatever it takes”
Post Covid-19 will be a “whatever it takes” time for all churches; perhaps more so for the Presbyterian Church of
Marion.
January 31, 2020
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:14-33
“Messy Church – All For God’s Glory”
Christianity is not a list of prohibitions, but a list of all we can do for God’s Glory.
2021 Per Capita…
The per capita rate for 2021 is $24.67 per member. The breakdown of where that money goes is
$22.27 to the Presbytery and $2.40 to the Synod. Session has voted not to pay the $8.98 part of
the per capita that goes to General Assembly.

Sunday Morning Worship and On-line Worship…
As we continue along a path of uncertainly in the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, we are meeting for worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays @ 10:30.
If you plan to attend, please know that worship will not look like it used to, at
least for a while. What we are doing include
 Recommending masks
 There is no singing
 Social distancing is recommended, and we encourage no congregating before
and after worship.
 No passing of the peace/fellowship time/passing of offering plates/communion is taking place.
 We are not using printed bulletins but will have any needed liturgy up on the screens.
 For several reasons, worship will be shorter.
If you are in any way high risk (sometimes defined as age 65 or older or those with underlying conditions) feel
free to stay home for your own wellbeing. As a matter of fact, if in any way you are uncomfortable with attending
worship in our building, please know you are welcome to do or not do as you feel led. If you are ill, please do
stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better! For those who stay home and have internet access, we plan to
continue to offer on-line worship opportunities on YouTube.
The Presbyterian Church of Marion has its own YouTube channel, and can be found easily from a link on our
church web page, marionpres.org.

RULING ELDER
“As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people,
so the New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in
discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people.”
This quote, from the Book of Order, sums up in a nutshell the responsibilities of
a ruling elder. At our Nov. 15 Congregational Meeting,
we adjourned without completing a full slate of ruling elders.
Which is OK, because we would never want to simply “fill a slot.”
My question to you as you read this. Are you feeling any tug of God’s Spirit to serve in such a position at The
Presbyterian Church of Marion? Any active member of the congregation is eligible, although serving as such is
not for all.
If you are feeling any such ‘tug,’ please feel free to speak with me about it. We do have one opening and would
love to fill it with someone called to serve in such a manner.
God bless you
-Pastor Chris
Christmas Poinsettias…This year’s Christmas Poinsettias were given by the following:
Fred & Connie Edwards
In memory of Loved Ones
Bob & Jennie Henry
In memory of Loved Ones
Fred & Beth Turner
In memory of Our Fathers
Fred & Beth Turner
In memory of Loved Ones
Pastor Chris & Susie Enoch
In memory of Our Parents
Deacon Social…
The deacons will host a social following worship on Sunday, January 17th.
Please join them for a snack and a time of fellowship following worship.

Annual Congregational Meeting…On Sunday, January 24th following worship
we will hold our annual congregational meeting.
We invite all members to join us.

Red Cross Blood Drive...The deacons will be hosting a blood drive at the church on
Tuesday, February 2nd. Hours you can donate are 1:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
In a hurry? Pre-register by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or by going to www.redcrossblood.org and enter Marion Center.
Be a part of the lifesaving cause!

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Active Military Service:

Louis Good

Benjamin Eaton

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
5
Ron Frankoff
6

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Debbie Hill

Roman Elensky
Zachery Edwards
Matthew Hood

8

Nick Armstrong

13

Carson Houser
Valerie Slade

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Bobbie Farren
17 Debbie Edwards
Joe Griffith
19 Fred Edwards Jr.
21 Dave Meese

14

Bill McCoy
Brooke Slade
Robbie Slade

15 Sydney Kimmel
Paul McMahan

Brianna Fulmer

22 Chuck Glasser
24 Donna Black
28 Meghan Moore
Luke Slade
31 Debbie Frankoff

January

