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GATHERING TOGETHER to learn, teach, and believe in God’s word.
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:14-17
We need to learn to trust Scripture. The Westminster Confession of Faith states. “The authority of the Holy
Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or
church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; and therefore it is to be received, because
it is the Word of God.” Because we can trust the God of the Word to be true, we can trust the Word of God to
be true as well.
Bible teacher and commentator Warren Wiersbe puts it: "[God's Word is] profitable for doctrine (what is right),
for reproof (what is not right), for correction (how to get right), and for instruction in righteousness (how to stay
right)." It is not just part of the Word of God that is profitable, but rather all of it. It’s easy for us to focus only on
the parts of Scripture that are familiar and/or comfortable to us. But it is “profitable” to give ourselves to
studying the whole of God's Word, knowing that God will use it to accomplish amazing purposes in our lives.
Ultimately, the end goal of learning, teaching, and believing in God’s word as the mission statement points out,
is to equip us for ministry. This equipping encompasses everything from growing in our own walks with Christ,
to selflessly serving in the church and outside the church, to proclaiming the grace and the truth of Jesus in our
own community and to the ends of the earth.
Let us remember that that is why we GATHER TOGETHER to learn, teach, and believe in God’s word. This is part
of the vision the Presbyterian Church of Marion has for its future.

DECEMBER 2021 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
December 5, 2021
Pastor Bob Santos

Worship

December 12, 2021
Pastor Jackie Greene
December 19, 2021
Pastor Bob Santos
December 26, 2021
Guest Speaker, Randy Stear

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources:
Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work
Prayer for the
together to seek out and prayerfully discern the person who, even
Pastor Nominating
now, is being called to serve, lead, and journey with the Presbyterian
Committee
Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the PNC’s assistance.
As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and
known us; you discern our thoughts from afar; you follow our
journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them now,
Father. As they continue in this search process, be present among them,
and guide each step they take. Guide them in all their doings, Gracious
God.
Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and
perspectives as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them
some Holy rest when rest is needed.
Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and
among all participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.
Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in
the way of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.
Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their
tasks are complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your
wisdom, they will have accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know
that you are God.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Session Update….
At the November meeting, the Session approved the budget for 2022. Since there are no terms of call upon which
to be voted at this time, there is not a need for the November congregational meeting. Therefore, the November
and the Annual Congregational meetings will be combined on February 6, 2022. On that day, the ordination and
installation of officers will take place during the worship service with Dr. Angel DelaCruz officiating. Anyone
wishing to review the budget prior to the meeting may contact the church office for a copy. In addition, the
mission committee designated $2600 to various local organizations and charities as part of the outreach of the
church.

Sermon Links...
Watch for your weekly sermon link being emailed from:

pcmarionsermons@gmail.com
The sermon is also available on our website at www.marionpres.org
Just click on the date of the sermon and that will open the link to the sermon.
Christian Café … join us for morning refreshments before worship.
From 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. coffee, juice and refreshment will be available in the Narthex.
Nourishment for your body before we head to worship to nourish our soul!

Family Promise….
New Life Lutheran Church will be hosting the Family Promise families the week
of December 5th. Our church will be providing dinner for them on Monday and
Tuesday, December 6th & 7th. If you would like to help prepare part of the meal
for one of these nights, please contact Jennie Henry or Bobbie Farren.

Decorating the Church for Christmas…Following worship on November 21st,
we will be decorating the church for Christmas and could use some help.
We invite you to stay for a lite lunch in the basement and then we will be decorating.
With many hands it will take little time, plus it really is a time of fellowship and fun.

Christmas
Church
Decorating

Christmas Eve Luminary…. We are looking for volunteers to help us
put out the luminaries for Christmas Eve. We will be placing them out
Christmas Eve morning, and then we are looking for help to light them
around 5 p.m. If you would like to lend a hand, contact
Beth Turner in the church office at 724-397-8110.

2021 Christmas Outreach…
This year our mission project for Christmas will be to help supply items for Crystal
Waters Personal Care Home. We will be supplying some general items for all the
residences, but we also will be buying some specific gifts for a few of the residences.
Tags will be on the Mission Christmas Tree in the Narthex with items for the residence
as well as tags listing the general items we are collecting. General Items needed: hand
towels, wash cloths, shampoo, body soap, knee highs for the ladies and white crew
socks for the gentleman. Any of these items can be brought to the church and put in
the box under the tree. Those purchasing gifts for individual residences can wrap their
gift and place the tag on the gift and put under the tree. Please bring your gifts by Dec. 19.

Christmas Poinsettias… The Deacons will be ordering Poinsettias for the church. If you
would like to purchase a Poinsettia in memory or honor of someone, please sign the list on
the bulletin board and take one of the provided envelopes to put your payment in and turn in
to the office. The cost is $10 and checks should be made to “The Board of Deacons.”

Blue Christmas Service…Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas
holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or
separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other disease
that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other human situations
make parties and joviality painful for many people in our congregations and
communities.
With that in mind, the Marion Center Ministerium will once again be hosting a “Blue Christmas” service on
Sunday, December 19, at 2:00 p.m. with the Rev. Michelle Worzbyt preaching.
If you are finding this season difficult to be joyful, allow this service to be a time and place for healing and hope
before the Lord.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE…
Join us Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. We will have a special service entitled “Longing
for More.” We will explore the thoughts that can overwhelm us not just at Christmas
time but the whole year and share the gifts God gives us to lift those burdens.

Advent Devotional…
Several congregations of the Marion Center Area Ministerium have once again
come together and created a collection of devotions for the season of Advent.
Our brothers and sisters in Christ from across the Marion Center area have
shared their voices and perspectives in hopes of helping us turn our focus onto
the coming Christ, both as we celebrate Christmas, and as we look ahead to the
coming of Jesus in victory and the new creation.
We pray that this season and these devotions are a blessing for your own faith
and your own faith journey. And we give thanks to all who have offered their
voices to this collection.
Copies of the devotional are available in the Narthex.

Advent Wreaths…Last year we provided an advent wreath, candles and the weekly Advent
readings. Whether you were worshiping with us at the church or in your home, we hope you
enjoyed having this Advent resource. We would like to share the Advent readings for this
year so that you again might be able to embrace the Advent season in your home. If you did
not receive a wreath and candles, please contact the church office by emailing or calling
724-397-8110; and we will be sure to get you a set.

Nov. 28th – 1st Sunday of Advent
Prayer: O God, we've gathered here on this first Sunday of Advent to draw near to You. Our hearts long to be
close to You. Help us this season to open our hearts so that You may draw near to us. Open our eyes to the
true light that came into the world as we wait to receive it again. Lord, open our ears to the truth of Your
Word. Amen.
Each of us wrestles with many wants.
My job is dissatisfying; it doesn’t even pay the bills. I long for something different.
I’d really like a nicer car. My neighbor and my brother-in-law just bought brand new ones. Why shouldn’t I?
I’ve been sick for so long. I can’t remember the last time I felt healthy. Will God ever heal me?
I want a new smart phone; everyone else has one but me.
My children have all grown and moved away. I long for the days when my kids were home with me.
There is so much suffering and poverty in the world. When will God bring justice and peace?
We have many, many wants that leave us empty and unhappy.
Hear the words from Isaiah 40: 1-5
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her that her hard
service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double
for all her sins. A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low: the rough
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people
will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

We have many wants, but what we need is a Savior. One who will deliver us from
the wants and tribulations of this world and give us what we really need.
We light the first candle for Jesus Christ, our Savior, our light and the one who
comforts us and saves us from our sin.
December5th – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Prayer: God, we've gathered here on this second Sunday of Advent to draw near to You. Our hearts long to
be close to You. Help us this season to open our hearts so that You may draw near to us. Open our eyes to
the true light that came into the world as we wait to receive it again. Lord, open our ears to the truth of Your
Word. Amen.
During this Advent season, we become weary. Our days are hectic, and our minds run ahead long into the night.
We rush from on Christmas activity to the next and can’t find rest after each long week. Jesus has these words
for us, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest…” When we feel
overwhelmed and our tasks seem endless, instill within us your peace, O God.
Hear the Words from Isaiah 40:28-31
"Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and
increases the power of the weak: ‘Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but
those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."
We grow weary, so many things in this world make us weary,
but Jesus offers us peace.
We need the light of Christ our Savior. (light 1st candle)
We need Jesus to come to us and give us peace. (light 2nd candle)

December 12th - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Prayer: God, we've gathered here on this third Sunday of Advent to draw near to You. Our hearts long to be
close to You. Help us this season to open our hearts so that You may draw near to us. Open our eyes to the
true light that came into the world as we wait to receive it again. Lord, open our ears to the truth of Your
Word. Amen.
Worry, each of us has worries. Some worry about aging parents, or a friend who is lonely, one of your children
has turned away from their faith. Turn your eyes to Jesus, our shepherd. When we worry about such things as
our to-do list at work, how to pay the mortgage, or whether we can stay in our home as we age we must
remember Jesus calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. He goes ahead of them, and his sheep follow
him because they know his voice. We have comfort in knowing Jesus will guide us through the questions and
uncertainties we face here on Earth.
Hear the Words from Isaiah 40:9-11
"You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up
your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, 'Here is your God!' ‘See, the
Sovereign Lord comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his
recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young."
We do worry; there is much to worry about in this world,
but Jesus offers us comfort.
We need the light of Christ our Savior. (light 1st candle)
We need Jesus to come to us and give us peace. (light 2nd candle)
We need the comfort of our shepherd Jesus who will never forsake
or leave us. (light 3rd candle)

December 21st - 4th Sunday of Advent
Prayer: God, we've gathered here on this fourth Sunday of Advent to draw near to You. Our hearts long to be
close to You. Help us this season to open our hearts so that You may draw near to us. Open our eyes to the
true light that came into the world as we wait to receive it again. Lord, open our ears to the truth of your
Word.
We waver, we are fickle, quick to jump ship or change course when the road becomes too bumpy. It is easy to
get caught up in the turmoil of a situation and feel we can’t see things through to the end. This is when we can
turn to God and rely on his mighty strength. He will get us through the storm when our eyes are focused on
Him.
Hear the Words from Isaiah 40:21-26
"Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood
since the earth was founded? He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.

(Scripture continued on next page)

He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. No sooner are they planted, no
sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a
whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.
‘To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?' says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes and look to the
heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls forth each of them by
name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing."
We waver, but Christ provides you strength.
We need the light of Christ our Savior. (light 1st candle)
We need Jesus to come to us and give us peace. (light 2nd candle)
We need the comfort of our shepherd Jesus who will never forsake
or leave us. (light 3rd candle)
We need the strength Christ offers to carry us through till the
day He returns. (light 4th candle)

December 25th – Christmas and the Christ Candle
Prayer: God, we come to you this Christmas morning; our hearts long to be close to You. Help us to open our
hearts so that You may draw near to us. Open our eyes to the true light that came into the world. Let us go
tell the good news that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has been born this day.
Hear the Words from Luke 2:6-7
“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.”
We’ve been waiting for the Savior.
Waiting with hearts that are often preoccupied with our own wants and desires, with
hearts that are weary and worn, with hearts that are subject to fears and doubts.
But these waiting hearts have longed for so much more. We long for God’s comfort
and peace, for God’s guidance and strength.
We’ve been longing for our Savior.
Today we light the Christ Candle. We celebrate this good news;
we stand in awe and wonder as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Lord and Savior!
The true light that gives light to everyone has come.
Let us rejoice and be glad!

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson
PNC
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie,
Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood
Active Military Service: Louis Good and Brianna Fulmer

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Ethiopia – Heather & Habtom Kaleb

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Susie Enoch

ELDERS OF THE MONTH
Debbie Hill & Barb Meese

2

Debbie Hill

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Lynette Clawson

3

Liz Gatskie

4

Katie Moore
Cassidy States

19 Barb Banks
Ryan Edwards
23 Jackie Pruner

5

Wendy Weeks

8

Doris Glasser
Jonathan Kanouff

24 Rev. Bruce Shannon

12 Sue Olson
Nicole Watkins
14 Jed Gallo
17 Cheyenne Anthony
18 Kathy Mabon

27 Dakoda Anthony
Bob Edwards
28

Karl Lightcap
Russ Olson
Josh Mouser
31 Fred Edwards

Milestone Anniversaries
18 Gary & Barb Hood - 50th
31 Russ & Sue Olson - 63rd

