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From the Pastor’s Desk...
Don’t Be Afraid
In the New Testament, there is a special word for an old concept. The word is ἄγγελος (angelos) which, in its root
form simply means ‘messenger.’ We translate that word from Greek into English as “angel.” Yet biblically, the
work of an angel is mainly that of a messenger.
In the events leading up to the birth of Jesus, these ‘messengers’ have a huge supporting role. An angel greets
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and then the shepherds in the fields. The appearance of these messengers were startling
events, and each one comes with words of assurance that say, “don’t be afraid.” I think the phrase “don’t be
afraid” had a twofold purpose.
First, the appearance of an angel would have been a frightening event. So the words would have had (hopefully)
an immediate calming effect on the person receiving the message.
But then, there is the message itself. The angels didn’t appear for their own sake, but to give ample notice of what
was to take place soon. The birth of the one who will “save his people from their sins” as the angel tells Joseph
(Matthew 1:21). Each person who received a message would have a large role in what was to happen.
As I write this, I’m not totally sure if I’ve ever seen an angel, have you. Yet, I have run into several ἄγγελος in
my lifetime. People like you and me that God is using to be his messengers. Which gets me to thinking, who
might God be using you to be a messenger to this Advent and Christmas? Who has he placed in your life that
needs a word or two of encouragement (don’t be afraid) about the grace and love of Jesus? Who do you know
that maybe needs an invite to church to hear more about God’s messengers? Who are you going to be an angel to?
That person is out there. Perhaps waiting for you to be the angel to them. Don’t be afraid, just do it this
Christmas.
God loves you and so do I.
-Pastor Chris

DECEMBER 2019 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
December 1, 2019
Scripture: Psalm 83; Luke 1:5-25
“Don’t Be Afraid – God Has Heard”
The angel Gabriel announces that Zechariah’s prayer has been heard. But which
prayers? Zechariah was a priest, and he had been praying for years.
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.

Worship

December 8, 2019
Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Luke 1:26-38
“Don’t Be Afraid – God is Acting”
The angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she is going to give birth to the one that will fulfill the ultimate
prophecy.
December 15, 2019
Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-17; Matthew 1:18-25
“Don’t Be Afraid – God Has Plans for You”
Joseph had to deal with the fear of “Breaking the law” and the ruining of his reputation as a righteous man,
But the angel assures him to not be afraid of following God’s will.
December 15, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m.
A Blue Christmas Service
For hearts touched by loss, grief, or sadness at this time of year, offered by several Marion Center area
community congregations, and hosted here at the Presbyterian Church of Marion
December 22, 2019
“The Friendly Beast”
Worship led by the youth of the church. Come and join in on the readings, skits, and songs!
December 24, 2019 (Christmas Eve) @ 7:30 p.m.
Scripture: Micah 5:1-5; Luke 2:8-20
“Don’t Be Afraid – God Has Come”
The angel Gabriel announces with assurance of “good news of great joy” – God has visited his people in the
savior; the Messiah, the Lord!
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.
December 29, 2019
A special dramatic presentation of “Mary: the Mother of Jesus” done by LuAnne Baker. Invite your friends as we
wrap up the Christmas season in a special way!

Don’t Be Afraid
I would imagine that the appearance of an angel to deliver a message to us would
be, minimally, a frightening event. The angels understood this, and repeatedly they
have to say, “Don’t be afraid.”
This Advent, we will be looking at what messages the angels brought that led up to
the birth of the Christ. And wonder…what might the angels be telling us now? For
sure, they would be saying Don’t Be Afraid.
So invite your friends to worship during advent, and maybe they too will experience
what the message that the angels brought. Advent starts Sunday, December 1.

Blue Christmas Service to be held here on Dec. 15
Blue? Yes, blue as in the blues. As in "I am feeling blue." Not everyone is up and
cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life
after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some
other dis-ease that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other
human situations make parties and joviality painful for many people in our
congregations and communities.
With that in mind, the Marion Center Ministerium will once again be hosting a “Blue Christmas” service on
Sunday, December 15, 7:00 p.m. here at the Presbyterian Church of Marion.
If you are finding this season difficult to be joyful, allow this service to be a time and place for healing and hope
before the Lord.

LuAnne Baker to be here on Dec. 29
LuAnne Baker’s “Mary: the Mother of Jesus” will be featured in worship On
December 29. For nearly 25 years, LuAnne has been bringing Biblical women to
life using costume and storytelling. You will not want to miss this. Invite a friend!

Come for an Evening of ADVENTure!
December 6th
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Hear the Christmas Story, Sing Christmas Carols
Decorate and Eat Christmas Cookies,
Make a Craft and spend some time around the fire roasting marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate!
Kids 8th grade and younger are invited to attend, but parent supervision is required.
There is no Cost – Just come embrace the Adventure of Christmas!

COMMUNITY YOUTH GROUP
TO START UP IN JANUARY
A Community Youth Group will be starting up in January.
Starting Sunday evening, January 5 at 6:00 p.m. here at the Presbyterian Church of
Marion, the first session will run six weeks and will include a service opportunity on
Super Bowl Sunday.
The Group is open for grades 7-12 from all area churches. Invite your friends!
2019 Christmas Outreach…
This year our mission project for Christmas will be to help supply items for Crystal Waters
Personal Care Home. We will be supplying some general items for all the residences, but we
also will be buying some specific gifts for a few of the residences. Tags will be on the Mission
Christmas Tree in the Narthex with items for the residence as well as tags listing the general
items we are collecting. General Items needed: hand towels, wash cloths, shampoo, body soap,
knee his for the ladies and white crew socks for the gentleman. Any of these items can be
brought to the church and put in the box under the tree. Those purchasing gifts for individual
residences can wrap their gift and place the tag on the gift and put under the tree. Please bring your gifts by Dec. 22nd.

2020 Calendars...The Navajo Mission Trip Team is selling calendars for $5.
Each month has a faith based scripture and beautiful picture.
They are available at the mission table.

Youth Sunday
December 22, 2019
Presenting
“The Friendly Beast”
Join us for worship as the youth of the
Church present a special program.
Advent Devotional…
Several congregations of the Marion Center Area Ministerium have once again come
together and created a collection of devotions for the season of Advent. Our brothers and
sisters in Christ from across the Marion Center area have shared their voices and
perspectives in hopes of helping us turn our focus onto the coming Christ, both as we
celebrate Christmas, and as we look ahead to the coming of Jesus in victory and the new
creation.
We pray that this season and these devotions are a blessing for your own faith and your
own faith journey. And we give thanks to all who have offered their voices to this
collection.
Copies of the devotional are available in the Narthex.

Looking Ahead
December 1
December 6
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 29

Communion
ADVENTure for kids 6:30p.m. to 8:00p.m.
Blue Christmas Service 7:00 p.m.
Youth Presentation of “The Friendly Beast” during worship
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 7:30 p.m. with communion
LuAnne Baker presents “Mary: the Mother of Jesus” during worship

Advent 2019 Devotions
Written by
Marion Center Area
Congregations

Prayer Requests
Rest Home Folks:
St. Andrews - Grace Gromley
Crystal Waters - Charles Wallace
McKinley Health Center (Brookville) - Elinor Metz

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)

Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon & Russ Olson
Active Military Service:

Benjamin Eaton

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Susie Enoch
2

Debbie Hill

3

Liz Gatskie

4

Katie Moore
Cassidy States

5

Wendy Weeks

8

Doris Glasser
Jonathan Kanouff

14 Jed Gallo

Brianna Fulmer

DECEMBER LAYLEADERS
1
8
15
22
29
27 Dakoda Anthony
Bob Edwards
28 Karl Lightcap
Josh Mouser
29

Russ Olson

31 Fred Edwards
12 Sue Olson
Nicole Watkins

Louis Good

DECEMBER GREETERS
1 Carson & Lauren Houser
8 Kevin & Vicky Fisher
15 Beth & Fred Turner
22 Jan & Lorrie Gallo
29 Steven Stanley Family
DECEMBER USHERS
Calvin Farren, Fred Turner,
Joe Kanouff and Dave Meese

18 Kathy Mabon

DECEMBER ACOLYTES
1 Lexi Haney & Dakoda Anthony
8 Claire Hood & Cheyenne Anthony
15 Luke Slade & Isaac Haney
22 Morgan Chichy & Lennon Brown
29 Maggie Hood & Miranda Leasure

19 Barb Banks
Ryan Edwards

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Susie Enoch

23 Jackie Pruner

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Jim Sisitki

17 Cheyenne Anthony
Charles Wallace

24 Rev. Bruce Shannon

Milestone Anniversaries
st
31 Russ & Sue Olson - 61

JANUARY GREETERS
5 Rick & Sandy McKee
12 Gary & Donna Kanouff
19 Karl Lightcap & Bob Henry
26 Dave & Barb Meese
JANUARY USHERS
Betty Zele, Cindy Mouser,
Heather Hood and Barb Meese

The
ADVENTure
Christas
Dec. 6th
6:30-8
p.m.
Luncheon

Dec. 24th 7:30 p.m.

