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From the Pastor’s Desk...
EASY TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control. Against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22, 23
I read the other day, that if you are finding it easy to be a Christian, then you probably aren’t one. That stung.
It stings because we are blessed to live in a land that finds Christianity to still be the predominant religion. With
dozens of Bible translations and thousands of churches to choose from, it’s ‘easy’ to be a Christian here. And yet
so many others across the globe face daily persecution. Some, actually many, still die for their faith.
I worry that in our relative spiritual prosperity, we, including myself, have become complacent. Are we (am I)
sharing Jesus with other people? Are we (am I) living the way our God would want us to live. As I look at the
fruit of the spirit that I basically preached about in all of June and July, are they showing in our (in my) lives? I
dread self-satisfaction, yet I fall into it so easily.
As I mention elsewhere in this newsletter, I have been studying the 10 Commandments. They are convicting. On
the surface, they seem easy to uphold. But if you dig just a little deeper into them…. It’s still not easy. To be a
Christian. To live the way God wants us to live. Thank God for grace. And thank God for the land we get to live
in. And may we be diligent in prayer for those who find their very existence in jeopardy because they are a
Christian.
If you take it seriously, it’s not easy being a Christian. Anywhere. And may the fruit of the Spirit be actively
showing in your lives, no matter where God has you….
Jesus loves you and so do I
-Pastor Chris

AUGUST 2019 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
August 4, 2019
Scripture: Psalm 25:16-21; Matthew 7:1-3
“A New Song – God Only Knows”
It’s so tempting to judge people; we are ORDERED not to. Everybody has a story,
and everyone is going through something.
Featured Song – “God Only Knows” by For King and Country
The Lord’s Supper will be observed

Worship

August 11, 2019
Scripture: Zechariah 4:1-14; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
“A New Song – Dream Small”
It is natural to have big dreams of success. But faithfulness to Christ often happens in the small things we do
every day.
Featured Song – “Dream Small” by Josh Wilson
August 18, 2019
Scripture: Psalm 19-:7-11; Matthew 25:14-30
“A New Song – Well Done”
It’s a tough question but it needs to be asked: What would God say to you if you were to die today?
Featured Song – “Well Done” by The Afters
August 25, 2019
Scripture: Genesis 1:24-27; Romans 8:14-17
“A New Song – You Say”
Confusion of who we are in Christ can happen, but if we are a child of God, there are things we can know and count on.

Featured Song – “You Say” by Lauren Daigle
September 1, 2019
Scripture: Jeremiah 2:1–8
Emphasis: “10 - Prologue”
A cautionary tale about evil and the need to study God’s Law. This is a preliminary message leading to the
Autumn Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments.
The Lord’s Supper will be observed

10
For years well-meaning friends of mine challenged me to preach on the Ten Commandments. To them I always,
asked, “Why? We aren’t bound by Old Testament laws, are we?”
This past spring, particularly on my study leave, that challenge got whispered again in my ear. But this time,
before I gave my typical retort, I did some reading. The reality is that there are many, many reasons for spending
time on the Ten Commandments. If for no other reason, these commandments are given by God to his people so
we know how he expects us to live, and to live well. And maybe also so we know what grace is when we fail
(and we will).
As I was reading, as per usual, I turned to one of my favorite authors, Timothy Keller, to see what he has to say
about studying these commandments. The usually grace filled Keller doesn’t mince any words. “Sometimes,” he
says, “we need to do things just because God says so.” Ouch. But, uh, Keller is right. And sometimes doing
things just because God says so can put us at odds with both our own hearts and the
society we live in.
I’ll be starting a preaching series on September 8 on “10,” and we’ll work our way through
the truth of what God wants from his people. I’ll have a preliminary sermon of Labor Day
weekend that will introduce us to the needs for God’s laws.
Invite your friends to join us for “10” starting Sept. 8.

Pray For Our Schools, August 11
The new school year will be upon us before we know it. On Sunday,
August 11 @ 4:00 p.m., you are invited to meet up at the flagpoles of
both the Marion Center complex and Rayne Elementary to pray for
our schools, students, teachers, and staff. Consider joining us to be a
blessing to our schools!

BREAKING THE CODE
The “BELIEVE” series that we finished up in July had a main goal. To grow us to be more
and more like Christ. There are many ways to do this; one of them is to study the inspired
word of God – the Bible.
Starting on September 18 (7:00 p.m.), the Wednesday evening study group will tackle
the book of Revelation, using study material written by late Princeton professor, Dr.
Bruce Metzger. If you have been to many Bible studies, or if you haven’t been to one in
a long time (or ever), maybe this will be the one for you – certainly everyone is invited.
Look for a sign-up sheet soon in the Narthex – we’ll need to have an idea of how many will
be coming so we can order study guides. So – we’ll gather, sing a song or two, pray and then study
the book of Revelation on Wednesday evenings starting Sept. 18.

On August 17 (4-7p.m.), The Presbyterian Church of Marion will be holding a delicious special dinner fundraiser
for our Navajo Mission Team. Your choice of Stuffed Chicken Breast or Stuffed Pork Chop.
>>>>>>>RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED<<<<<<<
$10 per Person
Kids meal 4-10 yrs $5
3 and under free
>>>>>>>RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED<<<<<<<
Please call 724-397-8110, email scenoch@gmail.com or speak to a Navajo Mission Team member to secure your
reservation.

Operation Christmas Child… It’s never too early to start thinking about Christmas!
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief
organization. Their mission is to provide local partners around the world with shoeboxes filled
with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to children in
their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. We ship these simple gifts
outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and
disease; and to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S. It’s simple, find a
shoe box or stop by and pick one up in the Narthex, pick if you would like to send your box to
a boy or girl and the age group you would like to buy for and then fill your box with 1 special
“wow” item and then fill the rest of the box with school supplies, hygiene items and other
small toys or games. Then bring your filled box and $9 for shipping to the church by November 17th. This may seem early,
but it takes time to get the boxes dropped off, checked and shipped. Help put a smile on a child’s face this Christmas!

Christian Concert
The Great Dayton Fair presents
We Are Messengers
August 12th
Grandstand gates open at 5:00 p.m.

Concert begins at 6:00 p.m.

Special Guest will be Harvest Community Church Worship Band. Fair admission of $10 will admit to the
grandstand. Track area will be $5 more. Advance tickets can be purchased at showclix.com.
Family Promise Meals….
New Life Lutheran will be hosting the families from Family Promise the week
of August 25th. Our church will be helping with meals for the evenings of
Monday, August 26th and Tuesday, August 27th. If you would like to help with
part of the meals for either of these evenings, please contact Jennie Henry.
Sunday school…Sunday, September 8th kicks off the start of Sunday school. Adults
will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the social hall and kids grades K-4 through 8th will meet
during worship. Join us as we take a journey that will help us to think, act and be more
like Jesus.

Deacon’s Ice Cream Social on September 8th…
I scream…you scream…we all scream for ICE CREAM! Join us after Worship on
September 8th as the deacons will be hosting an ice cream social. Come and have a time
of fellowship and enjoy some yummy ice cream!

Looking Ahead
August 4

Communion

August 17

Mission Trip Fundraising Dinner 4-7 (Purchase tickets in advance)

August 26&27

Family Promise Meals needed

September 8

Sunday School Starts
Ice Cream Social following Worship

Prayer Requests
Rest Home Folks:
St. Andrews - Grace Gromley
Crystal Waters - Irene Fairman & Charles Wallace
Active Military Service:

Benjamin Eaton

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
3 Jamie Beasom

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Michael & Rachel Weller – Ethiopia
Louis Good

Brianna Fulmer

AUGUST LAYLEADERS
4
11
18
25

5 Noah Kanouff
7 Judy Schurr
9 Chad Repine
Samantha Starr
10 Norman Olson
13 Bobbie Farren
Adrienne Hainan
Shannon Kimmel
Ken Mottorn
Michael Turner
14 Jan Gallo
Maggie Hood
Milestone Anniversaries
th
11 Gary & Donna Kanouff - 40
14 Galen & Meghan Moore - 15th

AUGUST DEACON OF THE MONTH
Lynette Clawson

AUGUST ELDERS OF THE MONTH
th
Week of August 4 Linda Glasser
th
Week of August 11 Janis Baun
th
Week of August 18 Debbie Hill
th
Week of August 25 Barb Meese

Aug 21st – School starts

18 Aden Hood
19 Hunter Armstrong
Owen Snyder

AUGUST GREETERS
4 Ken & Sharon Ackerson
11 Paul & Virginia McMahan
18 Ken Mottorn & Judy Schurr
25 Dave & Barb Meese

21 Claire Hood
28 Gary Hood

AUGUST USHERS
Jennifer Frederick, Sandy McKee,
Donna Kanouff and Shawna Stanley
AUGUST ACOLYTES
4 Haddie Brown & Brooke Slade
11 Isaac Haney & Robbie Slade
18 Kensi Kanouff & Sarah Moore
25 Lexi Haney & Dakoda Anthony
SEPTEMBER GREETERS
1 Warren & Jennifer Frederick
8 Chris Repine Family
15 Sherry Beatty & Gladys Blazavich
22 Terry Zele Family
29 Fred & Beth Turner
SEPTEMBER USHERS
Warren Frederick, Chris Repine
Chuck Glasser and Ken Ackerson

Fair Season!

